
w
w

w
.SavoirFlairM

agazine.com

NEW ENGLAND’S  GLBT MAGAZINE                                                        PINK PAGES • KP MEDIA PUBLICATION 

2008  VOL.               NO. 1

Boston Globe 
Writer, 

Novelist,
& Pulitzer 

Winner

 Johnny
   Diaz

Cape Odd
Provincetown’s 
Wonderful Eccentrics

Paul Chaisson
Interior Designer 
Revealed

Noho~Eho
Northampton’s
Lesbianville Expands

Rodney’s RI
A Man of Faith 
& of Pride

Top 10
Home Improvements
Wish List

FILMS, MARRIAGE, 
RECOVERY, HOME BUYING
THE AWESOME INTERNET P

L
U

S



Kenco

TOLL FREE 
(866) 264-5138

R&T Building & Maintenance Repair
Spring & Fall Yard Clean-Ups
Exterior Home Repair: Gutter Cleaning
Deck Repair, Free Junk Care Removal, Etc.
Interior Home Repair: Appliance Removal, Floor Repair, Etc.

R&T

Ask Us How Air Purifi ers Can Reduce
Mold, Musty Odors, Mildew, 

Chemical Pollutants, Biological Contaminants, 
Dangerous Gases and Structural Damage

Call for information about our Humidex Units

R.C. Sheet Metal
Heating, Air Conditioning & Ventilation

Residential, Commercial and Industrial
AC installation, Sales and Service

RC

Kenco Plumbing & Heating Inc
Residential & Commercial Service
Gas Piping,  Air Conditioning, Building and Remodeling
We install “AmeriPure” Water Purifi ers, For the 
Whole House, Counter Top, Under the Sink 
& Inline Designs.
MA Master Plumbers License # 8531





617-547-9100
2400 Massachusetts Ave. Cambridge, MA

www.pinksmile.com

“We Cater to Cowards!”

Full Service Dental Practice
TMJ Relief (Headache relief)

Root Canals
Cosmetic Dentistry

Crowns and Bridges
Invisalign (invisible braces)

Emergencies Welcome

That’s our vision for each of our patients and our 
focus in all of our dental work. We start by taking 
a comprehensive look at your dental health, using 
the latest technology to precisely examine your teeth 
and gums, inside and out. Then we ask questions 
because your dental work should be built around 
your goals, your ideals, and your vision for a per-
fect smile. Finally, we make suggestions, illustrating 
your options with digital imaging, so you can see the 
smile we suggest and determine if it’s truly the smile 
of your dreams.

A strong, healthy smile...
An unshakable confi dence...
An unforgettable fi rst impression...
A lasting, individualized expression...

FREE 

PARKING

Dr. Eric Klein, DMD, PC
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WWW.VCAPETS.COM

Due To Customer Satisfaction 
Kettel Has Attained The Highest 
Certifi cations In The Industry, 
For Both Ashphalt And Cedar 

Roofi ng. We Will Determine The 
Best Product For Your Home To 

Make It A True Investment.

• Specializing In Cedar Siding • Certifi ed Red Cedar Applicator •
• Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured •

• FREE In-Home Consultation • CertainTeed Extended Warrantees •
• Senior Citizen Discounts •



Comprehensive & Preventive Healthcare 
24 hour Emergency
Referral Service (Weymouth location)

Senior citizen & multiple pet discounts
On-site lab & X-ray
Evening & Saturday hours

Newton
VCA Rotherwood
Animal Hospital
78 Winchester St.

617-244-4367

Conveniently located off
 Route 9 at Needham St.

Wakefi eld
VCA Wakefi eld
Animal Hospital

19 Main St.
781-245-0045

We see cats, dogs, birds
reptiles and small mammals

Weymouth
VCA South Shore
Animal Hospital
595 Columbian St.

781-337-6622

Doctors & Staff in Hospital
24 hours / 7 days

Quincy
VCA South Shore
Animal Hospital

579 Adams St.
617-773-8247

Mon-Fri 9am-9pm
Sat 9am-4pm

We operate over 375+ animal hospitals in 37 
states across the nation in the VCA network. 
These hospitals are staffed by over 1600 
fully qualifi ed, dedicated and compassionate 
veterinarians to give your pet the very best 
in medical care. Our hospitals provide a full 
range of general medical and surgical services 
as well as specialized treatments:

• Wellness
• Spay/neuter
• Advanced diagnostic services (MRI/CT Scan)
• Internal medicine
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Dermatology
• Cardiology
• Neurology
• Boarding
• Grooming

WWW.VCAPETS.COM



by: Henry Levine

The 
Children’s 
Hour
Directed By: William Wyler
Produced by Robert Wyler
Written by: Lillian Hellman
Starring: Audrey Hepburn, Shirley MacLaine,  
and James Garner
Release Date: December 19, 1961

Good friends and colleagues Karen and Martha  are teach-
ers at a private school for girls in New England. Mary, a 
vindictive student, tells a lie and is punished. In retaliation 
she tells her grandmother,  that Martha was “jealous” of 
Karen’s relationship with Dr. Joe Cardin, and she heard 
Martha’s Aunt Lily telling another party that she thought 
those feelings were “unnatural.” Grandma believes her 
and takes Mary out of school. The word quickly spreads 
and within days Karen and Martha are faced with empty 
classrooms. Joe is fired from the hospital for siding with 
the teachers. Karen and Martha sue for slander in a case 
that makes national headlines.

Fortune and 
Men’s Eyes
Directed by Harvey Hart
Produced by Lewis M. Allen, Lester Persky
Written by: John Herbert
Starring: Wendell Burton, Michael Greer  
and Zooey Hall
Release Date: June 15, 1971

Fortune and Men’s Eyes is a 1967 play and 1971 film  about 
a young man’s experience in prison, exploring themes of 
homosexuality and sexual slavery. The title comes from 
William Shakespeare’s Sonnet 29 which begins with the line 
When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes.

The central character, the young, naive Smitty is sent to 
prison for six months; Cathy, his girlfriend, watches as he 
disappears behind the bars and barbed wire. He’s assigned 
a cell with a Drag Queen named Queenie,  Rocky, a quiet 
but cocky con, and Mona, a young gay man who ministers 
to Rocky. Smitty watches in horror as gangs of inmates 
brutalize prisoners who lack protection. Mona offers poetry 
- Shakespeare’s sonnet XXIX; Queenie and Rocky offer Smitty 
advice, and Rocky offers protection for a price. 

filmpast

A PRIVATE GIRL’S SCHOOL OR PRISON, PICK ONE
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OUTTAKE
online.
com
Massachusetts is ground zero for issues 
affecting the GLBT community in this 
country. Created by 3 women in Boston, 
OUTTAKEonline.com provides an excit-
ing and unique media source for both 
the local and global community. Check 

out their 10 minute short on gay marriage “OUTTAKE”, 
right on their site! Originally produced to educate and 
diffuse the gay marriage controversy, the producers 
are expanding it into a full-length documentary to be 
released in time to impact the 2008 national elections. 
But gay marriage isn’t the only issue they’re concerned 
about. Current issues are addressed daily on their cool, 
hip Blog.

Their goal is to pair innovative fi lmmakers and producers 
with equally courageous investors to showcase cutting 
edge shorts and documentaries. Created by Charlotte 
Robinson, an Emmy Award Winning Producer-Director, 
in collaboration with Denise Campbell, Director of Marketing and Gina Kamentsky, Web Designer, OUTTAKEonline.com 
went live in June, 2007.

theawesomeinternet

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH
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“People in Provincetown have always danced 
and sung.” Mary Heaton Vorse, author, activist 
and eccentric extraordinaire, wrote that about 
the place she lived in 1942. She was talking spe-
cifically about the town’s Portuguese settlers, 
linking their Latin roots with the world famous 
panoply of artists, extremists and oddballs that 
inhabited Provincetown in her own day.

It was these fishermen, with their “gaiety and 
gusto,” that set the stage for the unparalleled 
village of playwrights, poets and musicians 
that would follow. And likewise, the slow-mov-
ing armada of gays and lesbians that would 
follow them.

It was true then and it’s true today. People 
in Provincetown still dance and sing. But now 
they also entertain a whole new spectrum of id-
iosyncratic behavior. They host karaoke shows 
in drag, paint women in the nude, commune 
with the environment, spend a lot of time with 
tourists and make a mockery of the U.S. gov-
ernment. Some will even pierce your genitals, 
if you are over 18 and willing. 

Provincetown’s
    Wonderful Eccentrics

CAPE 

   ODD
By H. Levine

Aimee “the Bearded Lady” Ross  
pierces another happy customer.
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Jay Critchley
Where one man might see a defunct and half-demolished motel on 

the side of Route 6, Jay Critchley sees socially-minded art.
When Critchley heard the funky 1950s-era Pilgrim Spring Motel was 

coming down to make room for a dismal set of what can only be de-
scribed as aluminum utility barns, he couldn’t resist getting involved. 
He didn’t want to intervene or cause any trouble -- not this time, any-
way -- but he wanted to dress the old motor lodge up, and take it out 
on the town one more time. And that’s why he’s encrusting the entire 
thing in sand while a half-dozen other artists create installations for its 
remaining rooms. It’s an homage, Critchley says, to the shift in ecol-
ogy, architecture and affordability of Cape Cod. 

“It’s about the aging of the universe,” Critchley says, staring at the 
motels “guts,” bleeding out of its utility room in a lion-colored stream 
of wires and wooden planks. Beige, the color of sand, he explains, “is 
the average color of the universe. It’s capturing a transition between 
life and death.”

That’s kind of the way Critchley looks at stuff. Critchley’s an artist, 
of course, but he’s also a massage therapist, fund raiser and agitator 
who got famous in the 1990s when he put an American flag icon on a 
condom wrapper. That was another complicated project, one meant 
to criticize the government’s absentia during the AIDS crisis. Critchley 
created the Old Glory Condom Corporation with the logo design and 
even filed for a trademark. The government denied him on the grounds 
that it was “scandalous and immoral” to associate the flag with sex, but 
three years later, the courts ruled in his favor. The media descended, 
and Critchley was set on a rabble-rousing mission to undermine, call 
attention to and poke fun at the litany of social, economic and envi-
ronmental affronts that make the world go round.

Time was, Critchley used to collect plastic tampon applicators that 
washed up on the Cape shores. Eventually, he used them to create 
Miss Tampon Liberty, a replica of the Statue of Liberty. He also found 
a reuse for an old septic tank in his backyard as a performance space 
or “theater in the ground.” 

And more recently, he filed an application with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers, seeking permission to build “Marktucket Eyeland Resort 
and Casino,” a theme park that would be anchored between three of 
the 130 wind turbines that were proposed for the Nantucket Sound.

Funny stuff, right? But what’s maybe funnier is the dead-serious 
delivery Critchley keeps up when he’s describing his work. To him, 
none of this is a joke.

“I’m compelled to do what I do,” he says. “It’s my responsibility as 
a citizen of the world.”

Ronny Hazel
It was by way of a dusty, sunburned road that Ronny Hazel came 

to Provincetown. In the 1970s, after serving a tour in Vietnam, Hazel 
hit the road. He was transporting leather pocketbooks over the Mexi-
can border. He hocked these items from his camper as he traveled 
around the states. During one such transaction, he hit the jackpot. 
“This guy told me about a little place on Cape Cod where leather was 
very popular,” he said.

He arrived in Provincetown a few months later with $600 to his name. 
And today, he’s got the flagship store, Shop Therapy,  several clothing 
lines and a global wholesale business, whereby he sells his featured 
products to about 300 stores -- “a mini empire of cool stuff.”

 The term low profile would never be used in the same sentence 
with Ronny’s name.  One look at his home says it all, huge fantasy 
metal sculptures adorn his front yard with intricate stone work. Not to 
mention, Shop Therapy exterior with it’s elaborate tattoo styled mural 
painting that covers the front. Ronny’s all counter culture flash in an 
age where most of his clientele weren’t alive during the 1960’s.  

It’s not that Ronny Hazel is a bad guy, but the tendency to speak 
his mind sometimes a little too loudly gets him in trouble. Although it 
wouldn’t be accurate to say Hazel’s got enemies. Just a few people 
who don’t agree with his lifestyle. 

Hazel’s ongoing battles with the “drug paraphernalia” law are only 
one reason why he’s famous in Provincetown. Shop Therapy, a Com-
mercial Street store known for its tie-dyed apparel, counter-culture 
memorabilia, low-budget sex toys and, yes, pipes and bongs and 
hookas, is another.
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The Shop Therapy name has gotten so big, 
it’s spread to several Third World countries, 
where Hazel has traveled to work directly with 
designers and factory leaders. It’s the part 
of his job he’s loved the most.

But for the last two years, he’s been de-
nied the pleasure. In 2005, a federal judge 
sentenced him to home confinement over the 
alleged violation of drug paraphernalia laws.

“It could have been worse. It could have 
been prison,” Hazel says. But it wasn’t, and he 
credits the many letters filed in court in support 
of his strong moral character. “We were able 
to explain who I was and how many people 
around the world I’ve helped,” he said.

Hazel’s sentence is up this year and he’s 
looking forward, more than anything, to get-
ting his passport back and then getting out 
of town. “I can’t wait,” he said. “The world 
can’t wait.”

Shirl Roccapriore
Seven years ago, Shirl Roccapriore was 

spending her days at a corporate design job 
in Wallingford, CT. She worked always more 
than 40 hours a week. She wasn’t ever too 
far from her sprawling Italian family. And, 
at age 39, she’d recently taken baby steps 
toward living as an out lesbian for the first 
time. She liked to paint and she had an inter-
est in exploring a more subversive side of life. 
There just wasn’t much time.

It wasn’t a bad life, but it wasn’t at all like 
the life she has now.

These days Roccapriore is a woman about 
Provincetown. She spends many of the daylight 
hours in a studio or on the beach, wherever 
the light is best, painting erotic portraits of 

women in some seriously sexy poses. 
Plus, she’s just produced and premiered 

her first film, ArtSpirit, a documentary tribute 
to the history of her new hometown. She 
also spends a lot of time cultivating her own 
voice as a feminist-minded erotica artist. And 
in the few nights of her week that she has 
free, Roccapriore waitresses downtown to 
help pay the bills. 

One day back in Wallingford she realized 
her will to live “inside a box” came to a swift 
halt. She felt the tide shift inside her. She left 
her life in one fell swoop, found Provincetown 
and she’s been like a rocket since. 

“It’s like, ‘Oh Madone!’’ she says in an ef-
fusive, you’ve-gotta-listen-to-me tone. “I let 
go of the shackles.”

Nothing articulates that better than her 
painting, where woman lay prostrate, legs 
spread and arms reaching to the sky. They’re 
showing their stuff and they don’t care.

“Even when they look vulnerable,” 
Roccapriore says, “they’re looking that 
way because they want to. That’s what 
it’s all about.”

Dana Denzel
Friday nights at Governor Bradford’s are a 

beautiful thing. It might seem prosaic, even 
cliché at this point, to talk about how festive 
it is to watch a drag queen host karaoke at 
a Provincetown pub, but there is something 
special about what happens at this big, gritty 
bar smack in the middle of Commercial Street 
once a week. 

By 10 o’clock, the place is packed and ev-
eryone is already in their cups. And everyone, 
in this case, means a combination of town-
ies, tourists, middle-aged straight couples 
and young, hip queers -- all of them with one 
common bond: their awe and unflagging af-
fection for the evening’s epicene emcee and 
starlit, Dana Denzel.

GRAHAM  
CONTRACTING

INC

25 Main St., Wayland, MA 
WWW.GRAHAMCONTRACTING.COM

Over the years, our projects have 
included a tremendous variety 
— just send us your request for 

more information or give us a call 
at (508) 655-9623 to find out what 

we can do for you!
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Denzel, who also answers to the name 
Titus Ulrich and sometimes works as a nail 
technician, is a drag queen. The flowing 
blonde wig, fake boobs, slinky skirt and full 
face of make-up variety, to be sure, who got 
her start with a lip synch contest 15 years 
ago at Boston’s Club Cafe. She also performs 
as Bonnie Rait, Cindy Lauper and “little Gwen 
Stefani” and her philosophy is “life’s a party.” 
But as far as Denzel’s concerned, it’s a party 
to which everybody should be invited. 

It’s an idea she practices more often than 
she preaches. On a recent Friday night, a ner-
vous young woman wanted to sing, but was 
too afraid to get on stage alone. A disarming 
Denzel queued up “Summer Nights” from the 
musical Grease and performed Danny Zucco’s 
half of the song, right there in a short, plaid 
skirt and high-heeled boots.

And then there’s John. John’s a fellow in his 
60s who makes it to the Governor’s nearly 
every Friday night for Denzel’s show. John’s 
originally from New Hampshire and works on 
the Cape now in non-profits. He likes to sing 
soulful interpretations of Marvin Gaye and Julio 
Iglesias and his set is so familiar, Denzel can 
sing back up if she chooses. 

But sometimes she’ll just take a seat 
in the audience, sipping drinks alongside 
John’s wife. Either way, Denzel’s happy for 
the company. 

“We should all just go out and have a good 
time,” she said. “And we should accept any-
body for who they are.” 

Amiee Joy Ross 
of The Bearded Lady Piercing Studio

It is a fact of life that the Bearded Lady is 
a little scary. This has nothing to do with the 
reality that she’s a woman who defies tradition 
by proudly growing out her goatee. It matters 
not that she’s got too many pieces of metal 
sticking through her ears and various parts 
of her face for you to count. It’s not because 
she’s a big butch who could knock you over 
with a subtlest of pokes.

What makes the average person quake be-

fore Bearded Lady is her razor sharp wit and 
her fearlessness about wielding it any time 
-- frequently while she’s got a needle in one 
hand and a saline-soaked Q-tip in the other. 

Amiee Joy Ross is the lady in question and 
her shop off Commercial Street is a strange 
epicenter of activity in Provincetown. In the 
span of a single hour on a Saturday in the 
summer: a gay couple from Boston stopped 
by because one of them was hankering 
for a barbell through his ear. Two women 
from Northampton just wanted to say hello. 
A comedian in town for a couple nights 
came to plug her show. And a local man 
delivered Ross his 74 year-old mother, who 
was giddy to get a second piercing in her 
nose. It took about 30 seconds for Ross 
to start calling her “ma.”

“When you’re in my house, you follow my 
rules,” Ross told her. 

And as the woman quietly obliged and 
braced herself for the needle, Ross’ balance 
of brainpower, curiosity and sarcasm set Ma 
at ease. ▼

On the Web
For more information on any of these wonderfully 
eccentric characters please visit their websites.

Jay Critchley: www.bigtwig.org
Ronny Hazel (Shop Therapy): www.shoptherapy.com
Shirl Roccaprore: www.roccartwork.com
Amiee Ross (Bearded Lady): www.beardedlady.org

Prompt, Professional Service 
from Plymouth to P’town

Frameless Shower Experts
Mirror, Window & Auto Glass

73 Iyannough Rd. (Rte 28), Hyannis MA 

(800)540-7742
www.CapeandIslandsGlass.com

kin 
ationalSS

L A S E R  C E N T E R

1 Randall Square Suite 401

Providence RI, 02904
CALL (401) 521-0303

www.skinsationallasercenter.com

137 Brook St
Providence
453-ACME

LINKPINK.COM
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Boston’s
‘Chico Lit’

Writer

By: Judy Van Handle
Photos by: Wendy Mimran



Boston’s
‘Chico Lit’

Writer

W
inning a Pulitzer Prize would 
make any journalist happy. 
Writing a book and then seeing 
it published is the aim of any 
novelist. Watching a blog and 

a particular item attract attention throughout 
cyberspace and traditional reporting channels 
is the recognition that bloggers crave. But to 
achieve all three by the age of 34 while also 
creating a new genre of writing ... well, that’s 
preposterously precocious. 

That’s merely the short form resume of 
Johnny Diaz, a literary wunderkind who not 
only has already left a signifi cant mark in three 
areas of writing but whose creative future 
seems boundless.

Diaz, whose full time job is as a Living re-
porter for the Boston Globe, has turned heads 
with the publication of Boston Boys Club, a 
novel about three gay men in search of love 
and romance in their pursuit of happiness 
whose common denominator is connecting 
at the Club Café in the South End.

Boston Boys Club has been compared more 
than once to Candace Bushnell’s “Sex In The 
City,” which follows four women’s twists and 
turns through romantic entanglements in New 
York City and was the basis for the wildly 
popular HBO series.

“Move over Candace Bushnell, Carrie, 
Samantha, Charlotte and Miranda, Tommy, 
Mikey, Rico and Kyle are on the scene,” wrote 

Lisa Alvarado of blogcritics.org in her glowing 
review of Boston Boys Club.

Others are just plain fans of the book and 
Diaz’ writing style.

“Boston Boys Club is racy, funny and smart 
... You’re going to love this book,” reported 
author Scott Heim.

“Make way for the boys of summer! Johnny 
Diaz has written a sexy beach-read romp you 
won’t be able to put down,” opined William J. 
Mann, whose novels include Where the Boys 
Are and All American Boy.

John Mitzel, the owner/proprieter of 
Calamus Bookstore, Boston’s only strictly 
gay/lesbian literary store, said Diaz’ book is 
one of his store’s top sellers. Calamus hosted 
a reading and signing by Diaz shortly after the 
publication of Boston Boys Club.

Likewise, the real-life Club Café crowd loves 
Boston Boys Club; the establishment hosted 
a successful book release party last May. 
“The owners have embraced the book and 
so have my patrons,” said Diaz. “They are my 
core audience.”

Before he wrote Boston Boys Club, Diaz 
had a brush with television fame. One of his 
book’s main characters strongly resembles 
Dan Renzi, a cast member of MTV’s “The 
Real World Miami” 10 years ago. Diaz was 
Renzi’s boyfriend at the time and was seen 
in a half-dozen episodes as their relationship 
began to unfold.

Though the experience later would add 
depth to Diaz’ narrative, TV was a brief inter-
lude in a life dominated by the written word. 
His debut on the bookshelves has only served 
to underscore the achievements of what some 
might call a publishing prodigy, the fi rst ef-
fort by a promising new fi ction writer. But 
Diaz points to his everyday work as his main 
source of satisfaction.

“I’m just happy writing for the Globe, shar-
ing other people’s stories and my experiences 
with the public,” he said.

Even so, Diaz has penned a novel focusing 
on two subjects he feels most passionately 
about – the lives of gay men in general and 
gay Latinos specifi cally.

“I noticed that the gay fi ction I read never 
included a main Latino character,” he said. “I 
kept reading the same supporting roles, ste-
reotypes we’ve read countless times before; 
the gangbangers, the macho old-school built 
guys, the sexy hot Latino gardeners and the 
over-the-top drag queens. I wanted to write 
something that spoke of our strong friend-
ships, our family loyalty and our struggles 
with being accepted as gay in the Hispanic 
community.”

In Boston Boys Club, Tommy is a Cuban-
American reporter who has just moved to 
Boston to take a job with the Boston Daily 
and, in trying to fi ght his homesickness and 
to meet new friends, goes to Club Café ev-
ery Thursday night. There, his life intersects 
with the novel’s other main characters, and in 
particular a certain guidance counselor from 
Cape Cod who is the object of Tommy’s affec-
tion. Diaz was an obvious model for Tommy 
and his experiences at the club were a direct 
inspiration for the book.

“I never thought I could write a novel,” said 
Diaz, who spent six months working on Boston 
Boys Club. “When I moved to Boston, I was 
also going out to the most popular gay bar 
here, Club Café. But the more I came there, 
the more I noticed the carnival of characters 
this bar had ... So for fun one night, I wrote a 
short story about three friends who meet up 
at Club Café. It was a fun, creative release. I 
didn’t think it could be a book. 

“A week later, I found myself sitting in front 
of my laptop writing a second short story from 

“I kept reading the same supporting 
roles, stereotypes we’ve read count-
less  times before; the gangbangers, 
the macho old-school built guys, the 
sexy hot Latino gardeners and the 
over-the-top drag queens.”
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the point of view of one of the other guys. A 
week later, I did the same thing from the per-
spective of the third friend. Each story became 
a chapter and over the next few months, a 
book was born.”

As was a new genre of literature. One 
of Diaz’ major literary influences was Alisa 
Valdes-Rodriguez, a former Globe features 
reporter whose novel, “The Dirty Girls Social 
Club,” about six Latinas who hold a reunion 
in Boston every year, was a groundbreaking 
effort in the field of “chica lit.” With a Cuban-
American in the forefront of his book, that led 
Diaz to coin the term “chico lit” to describe 
his book’s content.

“I came up with ‘chico’ lit as a nod to ‘chica 
lit’ and ‘chick lit,’ said Diaz. “I’m a romantic 
and I love reading those kinds of novels, with 
‘chick lit’ sensibilities. I wanted to read some 
that featured gay men and what it’s like to 
look for Mr. Right or Mr. Right Now, with at 
least one main Hispanic character. Hence, 
‘chico lit.’ ”

The landscape has been barren for gay 
Latino characters in literature, based partly 
on the difficulty that Hispanic culture has had 
in reconciling homosexuality.

“Homosexuality has always been a taboo 
topic in Latino households because of the 
prevalent machismo culture,” said Diaz “If 
you’re gay, you’re less than a man, a traditional 

perception. And if you’re gay, you don’t talk 
about it, it’s very hush-hush. You’re expected 
to keep your gayness under wraps, especially 
around your family.”

Diaz experienced that first-hand, when as 
a 16-year-old he told his parents he might 
be gay. Rather than offering support, his 
mother began to cry and his father refused 
to look at him, then wouldn’t talk to his son 
and sent him to see a psychologist. But after 
the therapist told his parents they should “let 
him be” and instead be thankful for having 
such a “good kid,” they began to accept their 
son’s sexual orientation.

“And so, that was that,” Diaz wrote on his 
blog. “My parents never brought it up again ... 
They backed off and let me be me and I have 
always loved them for that.”

 Now Diaz’ parents, who are Cuban exiles, 
are among his biggest fans “Things are much 
better with my parents, better than I ever 
imagined,” said Diaz. “They call me every 
night – it’s a Cuban thing. They were the first 
ones at my book reading in Miami recently ... 
Afterward, they shook everyone’s hand. Talk 
about support!”

From his childhood days in Miami Beach, Diaz 
and the art of putting pen to paper seemed 
to be not only a perfect match, but his true 
calling as well. His writing style so impressed 
a high school teacher that she suggested he 

contribute to the school paper, which led to an 
internship when he was just 16 at the Miami 
Herald. Diaz wrote a weekly column called 
“Friends and Neighbors” about the people who 
live in Miami Beach for a suburban edition of 
the Herald.

After another high school stint and then a 
college internship at the Herald, Diaz earned 
a coveted summer internship at the Globe in 
1995 after his junior year at Florida Interna-
tional University.

Upon graduation, Diaz was hired by the Her-
ald as a news reporter and covered breaking 
news for five years, including the Gianni Versace 
murder and more mundane events such as fires, 
floods, plane crashes and shootings.

One Saturday morning in April 2000, Diaz 
was working at the newspaper’s Fort Lauder-
dale office when federal agents took Elian 
Gonzalez from his family’s home in Miami to 
be sent back to his father in Cuba. The case, 
which was the lead story on an almost daily 
basis for several months, involved the case 
of a 6-year-old Cuban boy and whether or not 
he would be allowed to stay with relatives in 
Florida or be returned to his father in Cuba 
after fleeing the country with his mother, who 
perished en route.

Diaz was dispatched to obtain reaction from 
residents of Fort Lauderdale attending week-
end events, and since his quotes were used 

“I was surprised by 
the reaction of my 
blog entry and how 
it made news.”
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in one of the Herald’s news stories, his name 
was included as a contributor. A year later, that 
day’s news coverage was awarded a Pulitzer 
Prize, in which Diaz shared.

“It was a big surprise and I beamed with pride 
for having been a part of something so big that 
the paper worked so hard for,” said Diaz.

Shortly thereafter, the Globe came calling 
with a job offer, and Diaz has been part of 
the Living staff since, covering a multitude of 
topics with a recent concentration in the local 
TV industry.

“I loved living here for that short time (his 
three-month summer internship) and I always 
wanted to come back one day as a full-time 
writer,” said Diaz.

Less than a year before Boston Boys Club 
hit the bookshelves, Diaz unintentionally pro-
voked a media frenzy thanks to an entry on 
beantowncuban.com, his blog. After attending a 
National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Association 
conference in his hometown, Diaz noted on his 
blog that Thomas Roberts of CNN had served 
as a member of a panel discussing the small 
number of openly gay TV broadcast journalists 
and anchors. Diaz had so been impressed by 
Roberts’ remarks and how he hadn’t been af-
fected by being out at CNN that he included 
them on his blog entry.

“Since no one had really written about Thomas 
Roberts being out and gay, the blog entry ex-
ploded, spreading all over cyberspace,” said 
Diaz. “I was surprised by the reaction of my 
blog entry and how it made news.”

Diaz’ next literary effort should garner its 
share of attention as well. Miami Manhunt fol-
lows two Cuban-American brothers, one gay, 
one straight. Set mainly in Florida yet also with 
a splash of Boston, the setting revolves around 
a real bar called “Score” in South Beach. Again, 
Diaz is cognizant of making sure Latinos are 
an integral part of the book, to be published 
in 2008.

“I think gay Latinos have been represented 
in literature, just not in the US. Most gay Latino 
literature is rooted in Mexico, Cuba, Peru and 
Spain,” said Diaz. “Again, I think the lack of 
representation in the US has to do with homo-
sexuality being a taboo topic among Latinos. 
If you don’t feel comfortable talking about it, 
then how do you write about it?”

Needless to say, Diaz feels both comfort-
able and engaged when writing his “chico lit,” 
though he doesn’t plan on leaving his day job 
any time soon. Instead, expect to keep seeing 
his regular newspaper byline along with adver-
tisements trumpeting the latest book reading 
and signing of his newest release.

“Hopefully, I will still manage to write nov-
els on my down time,” as long as people are 
willing to read them,” he said. “Writing is like 
breathing to me. I must do it but I also enjoy 
the process.” ▼
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By Judy Van Handle

The small Western Massachusetts city sits tucked away 
near the hills of a state reservation and a wildlife sanctuary, 
the natural wonders serving as a backdrop for a community 
that just doesn’t look like its old self anymore.

Once dowdy and a little dreary, the city’s downtown now 
is a haven for artists, who not only brought with them a 
vibrant cultural change but also attracted new businesses 
and restaurants along with a noticeable demographic 
– an ever-increasing and highly visible lesbian and gay 
male population.

Such a perfect description of Northampton, the well-known 
hub of all things artistic and progressive and also famous 
for its large lesbian community. But that also applies to 
another city – and it’s literally right next door.

For so long, Easthampton had been used to being 
overlooked, especially when in comparison to fl ashy and 
trendy Northampton, nearly twice as big. But not any more. 
No longer a quiet community that existed in Noho’s shadow 
while offering little in the way of entertainment or diversions, 
Easthampton’s business district now is lined with restaurants, 
art galleries and studios, and a gourmet food store.

Meanwhile, Easthampton’s residential area began its own 
transformation, with gay men and lesbians discovering a 
nearby alternative to Northampton and its ever-increasing 
real estate prices.

And if anyone needs any more proof that Easthampton has arrived 
on the gay and lesbian map, consider this – Easthampton is home to a 
New England fi rst in Paradise One, a historic condominium project that 
is making it clear that GLBT residents are a priority.

The evolution of Easthampton from an old mill town to a vibrant 
community chock-a-block with small businesses and an increasingly 
visible gay and lesbian community was set in motion by two factors 
– artists and affordability.

Originally, the two concepts were intertwined. 
Though the growth of Easthampton’s downtown 
has been racheted up within the last decade, 
the transformation actually began as long as 20 
years ago, when artists were being priced out of 
their studios in Northampton began looking for a 
less-expensive alternative.

“In Northampton, the rents for businesses were 
exorbitant,” said Deb Robinson, the co-owner and 
general manager of Blue Moon Grocery, a gourmet 
food store on Pleasant Street in Easthampton. 
“Artists saw early on they could produce their 
work here. It wasn’t a new thing.”

Now the arts community is a deeply 
entrenched part of Easthampton’s downtown. 
“Art Walk Easthampton,” when musical, visual and 
performance artists perform around the city, is 
held monthly, and artists at One Cottage Street 
open their studios to sell a variety of arts and fi ne 
crafts twice a year.

And as was the case in Northampton, when 
the artists begin to settle in, other businesses 
are quick to follow. Not only did the areas around 
Main, Union and Cottage streets become artistic 
havens, but all of downtown Easthampton started 
to fi ll with other small businesses.

“There was a tremendous amount of growth, 
but it was the right kind of growth,” said Robinson, 
who has owned Blue Moon with her partner, Lisa 
Mascaro, for three years after moving to Western 
Massachusetts from Seattle in 1999. “These were 
independent retailers, not box retailers. There were 
artists and other small business owners. There 

“Artists 
saw early on 
they could 
produce their 
work here. It 
wasn’t a new 
thing.”

Center of EasthamptonCenter of Easthampton
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were unique attributes 
– the Chamber of 
Commerce was very 
proactive, opening 
up opportunities, and 
the old-time business 
owners were friendly. It 
was a real cooperative 
effort.”

T h e  b o o m  i n 
business begat an 
infl ux of gay men and 
lesbians, eager to take 
advantage of a less 
onerous real estate 
market and a visible 
artistic infl uence.

“I think the fact that 
Easthampton supports 
and draws the creative 
arts is a draw for 
gays and lesbians,” 
said Sally Masters, an 
Easthampton resident 
since 2003 who also 
singled out the large 
artistic presence one 
of her reasons for choosing the city as 
her home.

Five years ago, when Masters was in the 
market for an apartment, and her fi rst -- and 
only -- choice was Northampton. “I didn’t even 
consider Easthampton in 2002,” she said. 
“I had heard some negative perceptions of 
Easthampton and wasn’t interested.”

But after a year of paying $900 a month 
for a one-bedroom apartment, she was ready 

“When I moved 
in, I felt sort 
of out of place 
and felt as 
though some of 
my neighbors 
glances were 
saying, “Oh God, 
here goes the 
neighborhood”

to reconsider. And when she 
located a two-bedroom unit in 
Easthampton for more than 
$300 less than her old rent, 
that sealed her decision to 
move. Now Masters, who 
has since bought a home, is 
an unabashed booster of her 
adopted city.

“I love living in Easthampton 
now,” said Masters, the head 
of the guidance department 
at Hampshire Regional High 
School and an adviser to the 
school’s gay-straight alliance. 
“Northampton defi nitely has 
a reputation for being very 
gay and lesbian friendly, 
but I know just as many 
gays and lesbians who live 
in Easthampton. There is a 
very nice gay and lesbian 
community here.”

Lisa Downing’s experience 
is much the same. After initially 
looking for an apartment 
in Northampton but being 
“priced out,’’ Downing turned 
to Easthampton and, after 
some initial trepidation, has 
fi t right in. 

“When I moved in, I felt 
sort of out of place and 
felt as though some of my 
neighbors glances were 
saying, “Oh God, here goes 
the neighborhood,” said 

Blue Moon is a gourmet organic and prepared food store.
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Downing, who is an assistant director 
at Northampton’s Forbes Library. “Now 
almost five years later, I get lots of 
waves and smiles when I walk down 
the street.

 “I really enjoy Easthampton. I saw 
that it was a community in transition 
with more GLBT folks moving in every 
year. I was looking for a place that I 
could afford with a yard in a walkable 
neighborhood. I found what I was looking 
for in Easthampton.”

Even the old mills that played such a 
vital part of the city’s economy until the 
1960s have proven to be a key part of 
Easthampton’s turnaround. One was 
converted into Eastworks, a group of 
stories and artists’ studios where Blue 
Moon Grocery is located. Another was 
turned into One Cottage Street, which 
houses dozens of artists and artisans.

But perhaps the most breathtaking 
development is the development of 
Paradise One, a condo community whose 
marketing pitch to GLBTs over 55 makes 
it a first of its kind.

“We envision Paradise One as a 
microcosm of the Northampton/
Amherst/ Easthampton communities, 
a mix of gay and straight, older and 
younger,” said developers Heather and 
Nancy Whitley on their website. “At its 
heart, Paradise One is a place that is 
especially gay-friendly, because as GLBT 
people, there are so few welcoming 
housing options for us as we age. 
However, Paradise One will be very 
inclusive and we welcome everyone who 
shares our vision.”

The Whitleys expect the 86-unit 
building, a former dyeworks mills on 
Cottage Street, to be ready for occupancy 
this fall. The couple originally planned a 
similar project for Northampton four 
years ago but could not find a site.

“There are tons of advantages to the 
location in Easthampton,” Nancy Whitley 
told the Daily Hampshire Gazette, a local 
newspaper. “The economic development 
that’s happening here is just amazing ... 
There’s so much happening -- it’s very 
exciting to be here.”

“There are lots of great neighborhoods, 
natural resources, Eastworks ...” said 
Downing. “Why wouldn’t you want to 
move here?” 

For more information on Blue Moon and 
Paradise One please visit their websites: 

www.bluemoongrocery.com
www.paradise-one.com ▼

continued from page 25
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NORTHAMPTON
Northampton’s reputation as one of the 

best communities for gay men and lesbians 
to live in is no secret throughout the coun-
try. Not as well-known, however, is that the 
small Western Massachusetts city also is a 
premier vacation spot for gay and lesbian 
travelers – and that’s something the business 
community has begun to change.

The Northampton Chamber of Commerce 
has launched an initiative to make gay and 
lesbian vacationers aware that the city and 
the surrounding area has much to offer tour-
ists in a setting that is at once hospitable, 
beautiful and highly affordable.

“”Northampton is a great destination for 
the gay and lesbian traveler,” said Suzanne 
Beck, the Chamber’s executive director. 
“Gay men and lesbians are part of the city 
and society; we live it every day. Looking 
from the outside, Northampton is a spe-
cial place.” Which is what the Chamber 
is trying to drive home with its campaign 
that is stressing the attractions that make 
Northampton unique.

The Northampton area is best-known 
for its many colleges, progressive politics, 
and beautiful natural habitat, which includes 
gorgeous foliage viewing in the fall. But the 
Chamber and local merchants also want 
to stress shopping opportunities and the 
many popular and well-known restaurants in 
Northampton, the opportunities for outdoor 
activities such as biking, hiking and canoeing, 
and the easy access to New York City and 
Boston. “We’re big on value,” said Beck.

“The gay community wants more than just 
Ogunquit and Provincetown and Key West,” 
said Mark Carmien, the owner of Pride & 
Joy bookstore, one of Northampton’s most 
prominent gay businesses.

“We’re looking forward to seeing what the 
campaign can produce,” said Ted Jarrett, 
who runs a guest house in nearby Hatfi eld 
and is a member of the committee that has 
been planning the marketing push. “There’s 
so much that people should know about the 
Northampton area.” ▼

Northampton is home to world class dining, shopping and excellent outdoor activities.
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WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
My Partner James, our dog Logan and I just moved to Douglas MA. 

I grew up just outside Boston in Watertown. I am from a very large Ital-
ian/French Family. I have 3 brothers and 4 sisters. My Mom still resides 
in Watertown.

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED?
Professionally I started working in the design field in 1994 when I 

started to build my first home. I’ve been playing around with design 
since about the age of 4 when before starting kindergarten I wanted 
my room rearranged. As I got older more and more people would have 
me to there homes to pick colors and rearrange their furniture. From 
1997 until 2004 I worked for a few show rooms and in 2004 I started 
Interiors by Paul Chaisson.

?
by: H. Levine

paul
              the  
 interior  
     designer
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WHEN DID YOU KNOW  
THIS FIELD WAS RIGHT FOR YOU?

I have always known that Interior design is 
something I am passionate about. In 2004 I 
was presented with an opportunity to start 
my own business and I know I made the right 
choice in choosing interior design.

WHAT EXACTLY DOES  
AN INTERIOR DESIGNER DO?

The first thing a designer should do is 
listen, then listen some more. I interview all 
my clients to determine their needs, budget, 
style, and intended use of the space being 
designed. Once I know what the client’s likes 
and dislikes are I suggest the best layout of 
the room, the furniture placement, the color 
palettes, flooring, fixtures, art work, lighting, 
and window treatments. Basically, an interior 
designer pulls the entire interior space together 
so then it has both the form and function the 
client desires. In addition to the interior design 
it is important that the interior and exterior 
of a home or commercial building work well 
together. I work closely with the architects 
and building contractors to ensure the whole 
project is a success.

WHAT IS YOUR APPROACH WHEN LOOKING AT  
A ROOM OR HOUSE TO BE REWORKED ON?

I am fortunate enough to be able to visualize a room’s potential when I walk into it. Its almost 
like I’m in fast forward mode. I take that visualization with the client’s taste in mind and start 
with the colors and furniture placement. Then I progress to all the other design elements that 
pull the room together.

The previous bathroom was about 20 years 
old. It had a vinyl surround in shower. We 
needed to increase the size visually so 
we gutted the bath completely. We put in 
all new wall, ceramic tiled flooring, new 
toilet, sink & vanity. We got rid of the old 
vinyl surround in the shower and installed 
Subway tile with a custom glass door to 
increase the space and make the small run 
down bathroom feel fresh and spacious.
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This combo carriage/guest house got a new roof, garage door, siding, 
lighting, windows, and landscaping. Added a new exterior color for 
siding and a complimenting door and trim color. 

Original kitchen was from 1911 and needed some major 
updates so we completely remodeled this one. New wall, 
floors, windows, high end stainless steel appliances, 
granite and ceramic counter tops,  bar, wine storage 
custom cherry wood cabinets. We also added about 400 
sq. feet to increase it size to 600 sq. feet.

WHEN PEOPLE FIND OUT WHAT YOU DO WHAT IS THE FIRST THING THEY SAY?
‘I wish I could afford you’ is usually the first thing people say. That is the biggest misconcep-

tion. A great designer is affordable. They are supposed to bring ideas and save money. Not 
bankrupt a family for a sofa or window treatments. Usually when I attend a large gathering with 
new people I am inundated with questions once everyone knows what I do. Then the evening is 
spent giving color consults to 50 or so housewives.

WHAT WOULD YOU CONSIDER  
YOUR BIGGEST SUCCESS?

I consider all of my projects big successes. I 
have no regrets with any complete job. All of my 
clients are quite pleased, and refer me to friends 
and family on a regular basis. If I had to pick one 
project that was a big success it would be a 9,500 
Sq. ft. ocean front property in Narragansett, RI. 
It took over two years for the remodel and reno-
vation. The home is incredible. The clients fall in 
love with their home every time they walk through 
the front door.

IS THIS ONE OF THE  
GAYEST PROFESSIONS?

There are a lot of gay people in the Design 
field. You could say the same about hairdress-
ers, the hospitality industry, or advertising. We 
are in every field.
 
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE HOME LACKING?

The average home, in my opinion is lacking color 
and character. Most people are so overwhelmed 
with moving in and getting settled, that they decide 
to paint everything some version of white or they 
choose colors that do not compliment each other. 
Choosing color for multiple rooms is not as easy 
as going down to the paint store and choosing the 
colors you like, buying the paint and painting. The 
rooms should all flow together but each should 
have it’s own distinct personality. The addition 
of even one well-designed room in a home can 
change the entire feel of the living space.
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IS THERE ANY HOME DESIGN STYLE OR ITEM 
YOU WOULD NEVER RECOMMEND AND WHY?

Transparent acrylic furniture, milk crates, 
mini blinds and futons are not likely to make it 
into any of the interiors I design, but you have 
no idea what the clients needs are until you 
meet with them and see their home. I tend to 
stay away from ultra modern. I think it can look 
amazing if it’s done right but my design typi-
cally refl ects a casual elegance and is geared 
towards entertaining. 

DID YOU EVER MEET ANYONE WITH NO 
TASTE? WHAT DID THEIR HOUSE LOOK LIKE?

Absolutely!!! I have met a few interior design 
challenged individuals. A house fi lled with 
acrylic furniture, milk crates, mini blinds and 
futons comes to mind. Clients with little or no 
design abilities are actually some of the most 
rewarding clients to work with.

ARE THERE DIFFICULT CLIENTS?
Of course there are diffi cult clients. Mostly 

because they have been burned in the past with 
a designer that was trying to push something 
they didn’t want or need. I think there can be 
some people that are diffi cult to please as 
well, but I enjoy the challenge. In the begin-
ning it can take a while for clients to warm up. 
Once we start the process and they see how 
much fun it can be and how much I am saving 
them even the most diffi cult to please client is 
easy to work with. I remove the overwhelmed 
feeling they have had and restore their confi -
dence so that they can be part of the project. 
I love my job.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE SOMEONE 
STARTING IN THE FIELD?

I would say don’t lose the passion you have 
for design. Listen, listen and listen! It’s the 
client’s home not yours. Design with them in 
mind. Prevent them from making design mis-
takes. Don’t be so concerned with the money 
aspect...billing for time...hourly rates etc. Fo-
cus on the fi nished product: a well designed 
functional living space.

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADD?
I would like to add that I feel like one of the 

luckiest people. I change people’s lives. I get 
to work with some amazing people: my clients, 
the builders, craftsman, and architects. I trans-
form spaces. The work that I do allows people 
to live, relax, and entertain more comfortably. 
Our living space should be a refl ection of who 
we are whether a client lives in a 10, 000 sq 
ft mansion or an 600 sq ft condo the space 
should refl ect their personality. I’m lucky I get 
to work with people and help them through the 
design process. I was born with a talent that I 
take seriously. I am passionate about everything 
I do and I take pride in every project I work on. 
My tag line has always been: “Love where you 
Live” -Paul Chaisson ▼

Serving Mass and New Hampshire   237 Calef Hwy, Rte. 125, Epping, NH - (603) 679-1175
The Commons at Windham, Rte. 111, Windham, NH - (603) 537-0555 • 800-892-0456
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“I truly believe it is every designer’s responsibility to listen closely to his or 
her client’s wishes and to share in their enthusiasm from design and selection 
to installation to make the entire process a memorable experience” 
-Siobhan Daggett-Terenzi, founder of  Cucina Design from Dream 
Kitchens: The Heart of  the Home

Cucina Design
Kitchen & Bath Cabinet  

Design Center

Remember, at Cucina Design we believe in high-end 
design for all budgets and for all our clients.

203.315.6645
25 Business Park Drive, Branford, CT 06405 
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We also had decided, unlike some of our gay and lesbian col-
leagues, that we would marry only if we could in our home state 
(Massachusetts), and only if we were able to enter into a full-
fledged legal marriage, with no difference from an opposite-sex 
marriage. We would not settle for running to Canada to marry, 
or to Vermont for a “civil union,” which is an entirely separate 
set of laws than marriage in that state. We would no longer run 
and hide. We were not willing to be second-class citizens any 
longer. Better to not marry with pride than to accept anything 
less than our neighbors next door had – full-fledged marriage, 
without ifs, ands, or buts. To commemorate our long domestic 
partnership, we had rings for each other, made from pieces of 
a mother’s and grandmother’s jewelry

Goodridge Brings Good News
Eight months later, in November, 2003, the Goodridge decision 

came out. It was a surprise to everyone. We were shocked and 
overjoyed. The feeling during the days after Goodridge in the 
gay and lesbian community (and among our straight allies) was 
unbelievable. Then Goodridge II came out in February, 2004. 
That was the case which answered the question whether the 
rights of gays and lesbians to be married would be legally satis-
fied by a separate system of civil unions for gays and lesbians 
and “marriage” for straight people. The answer of the court 
was a terse “no,” followed by beautifully articulated reasoning. 
The court said that a separate but equal system was inherently 
unequal, and that gays and lesbians should be able to marry 
on the exact same basis and with the exact same rules as 
straight people. It was another joyful day. That was when gay 
and lesbian people in Massachusetts started making wedding 
plans in earnest.

Redefining Relationships
Gays and lesbians who were in coupled relationships had to 

really think about what marriage meant, and whether they wanted 
to marry. The psychology and culture of gays and lesbians has 
generally been (with exceptions) that relationships are conducted 
in serial monogamy and discarded when the inevitable difficul-
ties in long-term relationships arise. Because same-sex couples 
did not have all the cultural expectations and family support of 
legal marriage, often when the going got tough, the relationship 
would come to an end.

I don’t generally find myself agreeing with President Bush, but 
when he said in 2006 that marriage is the most enduring 
and important human institution, I couldn’t have agreed with 

him more. Although I found his conclusion wrong – that gays and 
lesbians should not be permitted to marry and partake of this vital 
human institution – I thought his assessment of the importance of 
marriage absolutely on the right track.

I am one of the people who married in Massachusetts after the 
ban on same-sex marriage here was lifted. I married Elaine after 
17 years of “engagement.”

The Final Frontier
Prior to our marriage, Elaine and I had completely lost hope 

that we would ever have a legal, full-fledged marriage during our 
lifetimes. We were in our late 50s at the time of Goodridge, and 
had lived through many liberation movements, including gay lib-
eration. But the idea that a legislature or a court would come to 
the conclusion that we had the right to be legally married seemed 
so far-fetched, especially given the angry climate toward same-
sex marriage on the part of many religious groups. Gay marriage 
would then be the final frontier, one that would only take place 
after our deaths.

by Laurie Israel, Esq. 

Learning from Each Other About Marriage

MARRIAGE
 THE FINAL

FR    NTIER

Continued on page 34

savoirflair   33



Because of the instability in relationships, 
same-sex couples usually maintained personal 
fi nancial independence to a much greater extent 
than married couples. Gay and lesbian couples 
usually had separate bank accounts and fi nancial 
assets, while striving to equally share expenses. 
Both parties generally worked outside the home. 
It was a very rare relationship where one of the 
parties maintained the household and the other 
party was the breadwinner.

Legal Ramifi cations
Because the chances of having a lifetime 

relationship in a same-sex couple were so slim, 
everyone wanted to be protected when the 
relationship fell apart, but many did not plan 
properly. As a practicing attorney, I had fi rst-
hand experience with many horror cases. For 
instance, there was the terminated relationship 
of someone in a 20- or 25-year relationship with 
no money of his/her own, and nothing titled in 
his or her own name. When this takes place in 
the context of no fi rm law (such as divorce laws) 
to determine what will happen fi nancially, the 
results are devastating. The litigation on these 
issues is always complex, indeterminate, and 
costly in all ways. Sometimes same-sex partners 
transferred or held property in joint names prior 
to the break-up. Litigation on the issue of who 
had what rights to this property and in what 
amounts was fi erce. And I saw many instances 
of surviving partners in same-sex relationships 
of many years duration impoverished and with 
no legal rights when his or her partner died.

The Benefi ts of Risk
So gays and lesbians usually strove for 

fi nancial independence in their relationships. 
An interesting result of this independence is 
that I believe it actually further weakened the 
relationships. As a lawyer dealing with married 
couples in many contexts, I have come to the 
conclusion that fi nancial necessity and fi nan-
cial interdependence is one of the important 
“glues” which holds a marriage together. (See 
my article, “How to Save Your Marriage” on my 
website, www.laurieisrael.com)

But fi nancial interdependence rather than 
self-protecting independence can only happen 
in the context of the helpful laws (statutory 
and judge-made) that comprise the laws of 
marriage and divorce. In addition, I believe 
in order for marriage to fl ourish, there has to 
be some risk taken in the marital enterprise. 
A contract, even if it contained the thousands 
of laws and court decisions of the common 
law (which would be impossible), would not 
do as much for the relationship as the simple 
words, “We are married.” “We are married” is 
really shorthand for the thousands of concepts 
(not just laws), developed by human history, 
societies, literature, psychology, and culture, 
that comprise marriage. These clearly cannot 
be fully obtained by entering into a written 
civil contract.
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Continued on page 36

New Choices
So, after Goodridge, gay and lesbian people 

in relationships started thinking about getting 
married. This was a complex process for all 
of us, with many experiencing a great deal 
of pressure. People in diffi cult and uncertain 
relationships were being asked, “So when are 
you getting married?” People in very short 
relationships were under pressure to get mar-
ried. Everyone had to decide whether they now 
wanted to stay with their partners for the rest of 
their lives. People in long relationships like me 
and Elaine were put in the position of having to 
decide whether to ratify their relationship. The 
relationship of anyone who chose not to marry 
was deemed suspect or questionable.

Gays and lesbians in Massachusetts started 
thinking carefully about the implications of mar-
riage. Elaine and I were in the 17th year of our 
relationship. We had been through much in those 
17 years. We were not at the beginning of our 
relationship, and although we knew that we 
wanted to be in our relationship for a lifetime, 
what would “marriage” bring? It was like step-
ping into a new world. We didn’t know if, or how, 
anything would change if we got married. We 
both thought about it seriously (for a couple of 
days) and decided to marry. We wanted to be 
in our relationship, warts and all, for the long-
term. I also thought (as it turned out wrongly) 
that marriage would not change anything.

A Very Special Day
So, after much intricate planning (where were 

our mothers when we needed them?) we had a 
wonderful, large wedding in September, 2004. 
We had a rabbi perform the ceremony, because 
we wanted to show people that we could get 
civilly married and religiously married – just like 
other folk. Everyone wept at the ceremony. We 
all felt that we had come to a very special day. 
Elaine and I felt very supported by our friends, 
relatives, and colleagues.

At the wedding dinner, a lesbian friend, who 
had recently married under Goodridge, gave 
a toast. She and her partner had also been to-
gether 17 years prior to their marriage a few 
months earlier. Our friend said that after their 
marriage, they were surprised how much ev-
erything changed. “Our love has burst over and 
overfl owed,” she said. She said their relationship 
had really changed and deepened after fi nally 
being allowed to marry. At the time I thought I 
wouldn’t feel that way – that marriage wouldn’t 
deepen the commitment Elaine and I already 
felt. But I was wrong.

Unexpected Changes
After the wedding, at fi rst I felt unchanged. 

(I am not saying “we,” because Elaine tells me 
that she immediately felt different.) The wed-
ding was wonderful, but we were still the same 
people in a long-term relationship.

But then, gradually, we both started tuning 

The Gloucester House Restaurant
Overlooking the Gloucester Fishing Fleet 
63 Roger St., Seven Seas Wharf Gloucester MA 01930 
(978) 283-1812 or 888-283-1812

www.lobster-express.com 
The famous Gloucester House Restaurant is world renowned for its lobster dishes and fresh seafood 
specialties. We are the originators of the fried calamari (squid) dish, always a popular favorite. The 
Gloucester House specializes in locally caught North Atlantic seafood, prepared to perfection.
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into all the references to marriage and married 
people and married life in the media – on TV, in 
newspapers, in the books we were reading. It 
all now actually applied to us. It made a huge 
difference. Day by day, I started feeling “mar-
ried,” and Elaine was feeling “more married.” 
We began to connect to all the references and 
allusions we saw in the media and in daily life 
to us and our marriage. It felt like we were 
stepping into big shoes and starting to walk 
in them.

By tapping into the cultural understandings 
of what marriage is, we were building our own 
marriage. Our feelings toward each other were 
growing, as predicted by our friend at the wed-
ding. Our way of treating each other on a daily 
basis improved. We were totally committed to 
each other. After all, we were now married. And 
yes, being married really changed things for 
the better. We were re-patterning our behavior 
and expectations. The well-trained impulse to 
see our relationship as non-permanent and 
somehow less respectable than straight rela-
tionships started to disappear.

As we experienced being married, we real-
ized that previously we had felt a deep sense of 
inferiority about our relationship. Now we were 
actually married and our relationship had the 
same status as everyone else’s. We had more 
respect for ourselves, each other, our relation-
ship, and our place in society. Elaine started 
putting out the American flag on July 4th and 
on Memorial Day. We really felt like Americans 
for the first time, and not outsiders. Marriage 
truly made a difference.

As we continued to experience marriage, we 
started really understanding the harshness of 
not being able to be married. President Bush 
is right – marriage is the most important and 
enduring human institution. We finally were al-
lowed to be fully human. It was wonderful.

Closing a Door
A straight neighbor (in a successful second 

marriage) articulated one of the wonderful 
things about marriage better than anyone I’ve 
ever heard. After he congratulated us on our 
marriage, he said that when you get married, 
“the back door closes.” He described how 
good that feeling was. No more wondering if 
this is the relationship you should or shouldn’t 
be in. No more wondering whether or not it’s 
permanent. No more looking for other people or 
another life. That decision has been made. You 
have made the ultimate commitment to another 
person. Now it’s time to relax and delve into 
whatever the marital relationship offers.

Now, after almost three years of marriage, 
Elaine and I continue to process what it means 
to be “married.” We had no direct social his-
tory of gays and lesbians being legally married 
(although we know there have been many de-
voted, committed couples in the past, such as 

Continued from page 35
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Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas). We felt like 
pioneers. Now we simply feel, well, married. 
And it feels very good.

Settling on Terminology
Our understanding of “marriage” increases 

month by month and we start to absorb it 
into our lives. It has strengthened our relation-
ship and our relationship with others. We are 
no longer “partners” (such a cold word!) or 
cohabitants, or “signifi cant others” – we are 
“married,” with all the comfort and complexity 
that word designates. Although we made the 
rabbi conducting our wedding ceremony say 
“spouse” or “spouses” when referring to us in 
our new status, very shortly after the marriage, 
we started referring to each other as “my wife.” 
And men who got married started calling each 
other “husband.” This change in terminology 
among gay and lesbian people came about 
naturally, and is almost now universal. It was 
actually a surprise to all of us. We feel we 
have reclaimed for ourselves the warmth and 
affection of the words “wife” and “husband.” 
They are, indeed, wonderful terms, full of so 
much meaning.

Revitalizing an Institution
In this and in other ways, we believe we are 

helping to redefi ne and revitalize marriage as 
a more positive institution. After all, we have 
chosen and fought for marriage. It was not im-
posed on us by cultural or family expectations. 
We cherish the opportunity for personal growth, 
community ties, and security that long-term 
marriage offers. Because it was denied to us 
for so long, we value it in a way that perhaps 
many straight people do not. We hope that 
more straight people (and even those who are 
now of the opinion that we shouldn’t be permit-
ted to be married) come to the realization (as 
many already have) that our marriages have 
the potential to invigorate and strengthen the 
institution of marriage as no historic event 
has ever had.

As a lawyer practicing in the area of divorce, 
I have clearly seen how marriages break up for 
little or no good reason. In my practice I have 
personally dealt with the results of marriages 
entered into lightly, and discarded easily. You 
can imagine how hurtful this scenario is to les-
bian and gay people who cannot get married. I 
have seen marriages of many years’ duration 
where the parties clearly (and often for no good 
reason) cannot abide each other.

I have seen and heard about all the ugly 
things married people can say and do to each 
other. I know about all the bad events and 
disappointments that married life brings that 
sometimes kill a marriage. I can see how mar-
riages can become fragile when the daily work 
of commitment, communication, and cherishing 
is not done. I can generally tell within several 

Continued on page 38

(978) 392-0955
120 TYNGSBORO ROAD, WESTFORD, MA 01886
WWW.BUTTERFLYPLACE-MA.COM

BIRTHDAY PARTIES        WEDDING CEREMONIES

The Butterfl y Place
AN INDOOR GARDEN 

FILLED WITH HUNDREDS 
OF FREE-FLYING BUTTERFLIES!

Open Thru 11/25/07
Reopens 2/14/08

SAVOIRfl air
Advertise 617-423-1515

savoirflair   37



minutes of meeting with a couple (in a non-di-
vorce matter) whether their marriage is likely 
to survive or fail.

I also see that marriage has great value. 
It creates personal and financial security, in-
terest in life, someone to talk with on a daily 
basis and with whom to experience the flow 
of human events. Marriage is a process that 
I believe can be worked out by almost every 
married couple if they really want to.

I view lifelong marriages, even if not perfect, 
as a good thing, and an old age together as 
a reward for work well-done in the marriage. I 
see the value in all our imperfect marriages. 
In short, even before Goodridge, but more 
strongly afterward (now that I have a personal 
stake in it), I have become a marriage “booster.” 
I have begun to work with couples in the media-
tion part of my practice to try to assist them 
in staying married if they wish to.

A New Professional Perspective
My practice of law has also blossomed since 

Goodridge. Because I am now really married, 
I no longer feel like a “sham” when I counsel 
married couples and help divorcing clients. Now 
I can wholeheartedly work as a legal profes-
sional working in the context of marriages as 

it comes up in divorce law, estate planning, 
or other issues my married clients are expe-
riencing. And, since Goodridge, I have more 
strongly focused my practice in the areas of 
marriage, divorce, post-nuptial mediation and 
pre- and post-nuptial legal counseling. It is where 
I feel most driven to practice. These are the 
areas I love to work in and where I feel totally 
comfortable and effective. And I feel my skills 
in counseling others have grown as a result of 
my own real, legal, bona fide marriage.

Learning from Each Other
So what can straight people teach gays and 

lesbians about marriage? That it is a strong, 
complex, culturally-based institution that pro-
motes personal growth, family connections, 
psychological health, and financial security. 
Know that every marriage strengthens society 
and that marriage has a myriad of implications 
and a great history. That even if your marriage 
is not perfect and you may sometimes have 
great conflict with your spouse, it is ultimately 
worthwhile and the day will come when you 
will adore him or her again. We learn that life-
time relationships with no end until death are 
extremely valuable, even if achieved at some 
hard costs.

And what can gays and lesbians teach 
straight people about marriage? That mar-

riage is precious, and is a great opportunity 
for personal growth. That marriage should be 
cherished, savored, and protected – not thrown 
away. That marriage should be nourished and 
treated with great care. Don’t marry lightly, but 
once you do, make the ultimate commitment. 
And always appreciate the fact that you have 
the opportunity to be married – it is the most 
precious thing life has to offer.

Together we can all step into those big 
shoes and forge a stronger and more endur-
ing institution.

© 2007 Laurie Israel All rights reserved.
Laurie Israel is a lawyer practicing in 

Brookline, Massachusetts. Laurie helps clients 
resolve their disputes with the highest level of 
dignity, integrity and creativity as possible.
Laurie works in the areas of collaborative di-
vorce, marital mediation, divorce mediation, 
and prenuptial agreements. She also helps 
people who wish to stay married through pro-
viding mediation to stay married (a/k/a marital 
mediation) and negotiation of postnuptial 
agreements. You can find out more about her 
work and read her articles on her websites: 
www.laurieisrael.com and www.mediationto-
staymarried.com. Laurie’s email address is 
lisrael@socialaw.com. ▼
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ACCOMMODATIONS
THE BRASS LANTERN INN

11 North Water St., Nantucket, MA (800)377-6609, www.
brasslanternnantucket.com. Ideally located in Nantucket's 
Old Historic District, the pet friendly Brass Lantern Inn 
welcomes couples, families and groups.

THE CORNELL INN
203 Main St., Lenox MA 01240 (413) 637-0562, Toll 
Free: (800) 637-0562, www.cornellinn.com. Adjacent to 
Kennedy Park with miles of hiking, running, biking and ski-
ing trails and Tanglewood just down the road.

DAYS HOTEL BOSTON
The Best Value Under the Sun. 1234 Soldiers Field Rd. 
& Western Ave, Boston MA 02135 Phone: (617) 254-
1234, or 1-(800) 329-7466 fax: (617) 254-4300, www.
DaysHotelBoston.com. Deluxe Accommodations located 
along the Charles River’s biking and jogging paths with 
complimentary parking.

HOTEL NORTHAMPTON
36 King St., Northampton, MA  01060 (413) 584-3100, 
(800) 547-3529, www.hotelnorthampton.com. With an 
offering of gracious comfort and historical charm, this 
splendid gem both welcomes and delights the discrimi-
nating guest.

IVY LODGE
12  Clay St., Newport, RI  02840  (401) 849-6865, (800) 
834-6865, Fax: (401) 849-0704, www.ivylodge.com. The 
Ivy Lodge is just a short stroll to the mansions, downtown 
Newport, The Cliff Walk and the beaches.

JERICHO VALLEY INN AND COTTAGES
2541 Hancock Rd, Williamstown MA 01267 (413) 458-
9511 or toll free: 1-800-JERICHO, www.JerichoValleyInn.
com. Four season Berkshire resort destination surrounded 
by 350 wooded hillside acres.

MIDTOWN HOTEL
220 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115 (617) 262-1000 
Toll Free (800) 343-1177, Fax (617) 262-8739. Offering 
a blend of economy and comfort with an excellent loca-
tion that is hard to compete with, the Midtown is one of 
Boston’s best values. 

THE SALEM INN
7 Summer St., Salem, MA  01970, (978) 741-0680, (Out-
side MA) 1-800-446-2995. Fax: (978) 744-8924, e-mail: 
reservations@SalemInnMa.com, www.SalemInnMA.com. 
Centrally located in the heart of historic Salem, the city’s 
impressive array of attractions, restaurants and activities 
are all within easy walking distance. 

BAKERY/CAKES
CROWN BAKERY

133 Gold Star Blvd., Worcester, MA 01606, (508) 852-
0746, fax: (508) 852-1660, www.thecrownbakery.com. 
Best of Worcester 35 Years in a row. Wedding cakes are 
our specialty.

KONDITOR MEISTER BAKERY
32 Wood Rd. Braintree, MA (781) 849-1970 www.kondi-
tormeister.com. Voted Best of Boston 2005 for Weddings. 
At Konditor Meister only the fi nest ingredients are used in 
creating a delicious array of European-styled cakes and 
pastries. Choose from a variety of mouth-watering fi llings 
within our multi layered tortes which are frosted with our 
delicious butter cream.

BUTTERFLIES
THE BUTTERFLY PLACE  

120 Tyngsboro Rd., Westford, MA 01886, (978) 392-0955, 
www.butterfl yplace-ma.com. This wonderful man-made 
habitat is contained within a 3,100 sq. ft. glass atrium build-
ing.  At any given time, the atrium may contain up to 500 
butterfl ies representing as many as 50 different species 
from around the world. The Butterfl y Place is a wonderful 
place to have a wedding or a birthday party. 

CALLIGRAPHY
JAN BOYD CALLIGRAPHY 

725 LaGrange St., W. Roxbury, MA 02132 (617) 327-6041, 
Toll-free: (888) 843-9703, www.janboyd.com. Over 20 
years of experience creating elegant to funky hand lettering 
and artwork for envelopes, place cards, menus, programs 
& gifts. Beautifully designed seating scrolls, each one of a 
kind, are our specialty

CATERING
DOMENIC & ANTHONY

163 Morse St, Norwood MA 02062, (781) 769-8970, 
www.domenic-anthony.com. Custom Catering...Lasting 
Impressions... Since 1975, Domenic & Anthony custom 
catering has been bringing special celebrations to life. 
From weddings to family reunions, corporate galas and 
neighborhood barbecues, there’s always something distinc-
tive about a Domenic & Anthony event.

DISC JOCKEY
PULSE ENTERTAINMENT 

(508) 353 7392 or info@PulseDJ.com, www.PulseDJ.com. 
Together, we will carefully plan and create customized 
announcements and music for your special day. Incred-
ible music, high-performance Bose sound system, and 
lightshow will ensure a fun atmosphere so guests of all 
ages will dance the night away!

PARTY MUSIC MASTERS
(781) 871-2701, e-mail: pmmdiscjockey@verizon.
net, www.partymusicmasters.com.  We’ve done it all! 
Every event is unique. Our experienced DJs appreciate the 
differences between weddings, corporate events, birthdays 
and anniversaries. We know how to make YOUR event 
the best and most memorable it can be! We can provide 
music for any event! The Party Music Masters have been 
providing Disc Jockey services since 1979, and Karaoke 
services since 1989!\We currently service the Greater 
Boston Massachusetts Area as well as the North & South 
shores.We will travel. We are mobile, so we can bring the 
party to you! We offer over 25,000 titles to choosefrom, 
ensuring that your guests won’t leave without dancing to 
their favorite songs! 

ENTERTAINMENT 
PARATHENE ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 200947 Boston, Ma 02120 (617) 594-9338
e-mail: divadish2@aol.com, www.athenewilson.com 
Your Entertainment Specialist. We can help you taylor the 
atmosphere you want for your event.

WIND CHIMES FLUTE AND HARP DUO
53 Groton Rd., Shirley, MA (978) 448-5795, (978) 448-
2881, www.bicnet.net/~windchimes. Wind Chimes Flute 
and Harp Duo performs music for wedding ceremonies and 
receptions. Our extensive repertoire includes Classical, 
Religious, Broadway, Pop, New Age, and Folk. 

Wedding Showcase

The Kurian/Nix Duo
Flute

and
Guitar

For more information and a demo CD contact:

Sue Kurian (413) 586-2854
Sue@kurianfl utes.com
www.kurianfl utes.com

Michael Nix (413) 772-0328
Mnix@nixworks.com
www.nixworks.com

Elegant music for:

• Wedding ceremonies • Rehearsal dinners
• Cocktail/Social hours • Receptions

The Kurian/Nix Duo

Elegant music for:

Razman
   Events
      Unlimited

www.RazmanEventsUnlimited.com
888-9-Razman (888-972-9626)

Disc Jockey Photography
Videography

Clergy Services
Live Musicians

LINKPINK.COM

The Pepper Pot
thepepperpotrestaurant.com

Breakfast
Lunch

Private Parties
Specializing in Catering

on premise, holiday parties, birthday’s and 

BYOB are welcome during events

Susan Acevedo (860) 919-2827
Traci Moschini (860) 933-5654

Fax (860) 276-2441
Gay Owned and Operated For Over 12 Years

9 Center St. Southington, CT
(860) 621-9192
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JEWELRY
DESCAR JEWELRY DESIGN LTD.

(781) 894-0523, 49 River St., Waltham MA  02453, 
www.descar.com. DesCar Jewelry Design has a full 
repair/design shop on premises. We pride ourselves on 
our customer service.

LUX BOND & GREEN
416 Boylston St., Boston, MA (617) 266-4747. 60 Central 
St., Wellesley, MA (781) 235-9119. 1-800-LBGREEN, www.
LBGreen.com. Unique, custom design work, traditional and 
designer jewelry, commitment rings, Rolex, Cartier, and 
Patek Philippe watches. An incredible gift selection in a 
friendly atmosphere.

OFFICIANTS/JPS/CLERGY
SUE A. ANDERSON

(781) 643-1566, E-mail: Sueajp@aol.com. Weddings from 
the heart....Romantic, spiritual and interfaith ceremonies 
created especially for you. Serving Massachusetts and 
New England. Justice of the Peace and Nondenomina-
tional minister.

EILEEN DUFF, MASSACHUSETTS 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

(978) 273-7627, e-mail: gayweddingsnow@yahoo.com. As 
an openly Gay person, I personally value the importance 
of being able to legally marry. I am happy to work with 
you to create a ceremony that is as special as your com-
mitment to each other.

CATHERINE FLANAGAN STOVER
TOWN CLERK & JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

( 508 )  228 -7841 ,  ( 508 )  228 -7217 ,  e -ma i l : 
fl anaganstover@yahoo.com, or twnclerk@nantucket.net. 
The one detail that cannot be overlooked in its importance 
is your Offi ciant. The words that are spoken, and the 
way they are expressed by Catherine, leave all who are 
present uplifted by the meaningful experience they have 
just shared.

DENNIS GELLER, PH.D. HUMANIST MINISTER 
HUMANISTIC JEWISH CLERGY

www.humanist-rites.com, dpgeller@humanist-rites.com, 
(617) 529-9483. Like any other couple, you deserve 
to affi rm your love and to become (legal) partners in a 
beautiful, spiritual ceremony customized to be exactly 
the way you want it.

PATRICIA J. OLANYK
336 N. Pleasant St., Apt. 3A, Amherst, MA 01002 (413) 
559-0412 (cell) (413) 253-7533 (home) (413) 259-3209 
(work), e-mail: olanyk336@comcast.net. My goal is to 
make your ceremony unique!  Caring and considerate, I 
can travel, and will work with you to create a personalized 
wedding or renewal of vows ceremony.

STONECROFT COUNTRY INN
515 Pumpkin Hill Rd., Ledyard CT  06339, www.stonec-
roft.com. 860-572-0771, 1-800-772-0774 Fax: 860-572-
9161. Innkeeper Joan Egy is also a Justice of the Peace 
and can perform your Civil Union or Renewal of Vows.

FLORISTS
FERNS BY SHEILA COBB

1725 Centre St., West Roxbury MA 02132 (617) 323-
8282, (617) 435-6067, www.fernsbysheilacobb.com. Full 
service fl orist and unique gifts. National and international 
delivery. Fruit, gourmet and gift baskets available. 

FORMAL WEAR
KEEZER'S

140 River St., Cambridge, MA 02138 (617) 547-2455, 
www.keezers.com. Designer suits, sport coats, overcoats, 
tuxedos and accessories bought and sold. Best of Boston 
Tuxedos-1993. Natural fabrics— GREAT SELECTION. 
Over 1,000 New and Used tuxedos for sale or rent. 
Lowest prices, many accessories. Call about our tux 
trade in policy.

RICHARD LEWIS FORMAL WEAR
576 Washington St., Canton, MA 02021, (781) 828-9110, 
(781)828-1004. Tuxedos for your special day. Same sex 
couples are always enthusiastically welcomed at Richard 
Lewis Formal Wear.

FUNCTIONS
CAPE ANN MARINA RESORT
75 Essex Ave., Gloucester, MA 01930, Toll Free: (800) 
626-7660, www.capeannmarina.com. Searching for a 
unique facility? Let us be your host to celebrate your next 
event! We have a state-of-the-art facility accommodating 
groups of 10 to 120+!

CAPITOL CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Concord, NH (603) 225-1111, ext. 3, www.ccanh.com. 
At the Capitol Center for the Arts, your ceremony and 
reception will be beautiful, memorable and enjoyable. Our 
attentive and personable staff will take care of all the de-
tails, while you can simply enjoy your day. Rent the Capitol 
Center for the Arts for your special day.

DAVID’S TAVERN
11 Brown Sq. Newburyport, MA  (978) 462-8077,  www.
davidstavern.com. Now offering an extensive menu, weekly 
entertainment, fi reside dining and raw bar all within our ca-
sual pub atmosphere. David’s Tavern also has full function 
facilities and offers childcare while you dine.

1298 Worcester Rd., Natick, MA
(508) 655-8578

www.eurodesignjewelry.com

HOTEL NORTHAMPTON
36 King St., Northampton, MA  01060 (413) 584-3100, 
(800) 547-3529, www.hotelnorthampton.com. With an 
offering of gracious comfort and historical charm, this 
splendid gem both welcomes and delights the discrimi-
nating guest. Located in the heart of Northampton. Enjoy 
the dining experience at one of our two fabulous restau-
rants or experience one of our 99 elegant and spacious 
guestrooms. The Hotel Northampton also offers 77 years 
of wedding reception experience with the area’s most 
beautiful Grand Ballroom.

THE LORD JEFFERY INN
30 Boltwood Ave., Amherst, MA 01002, (800) 742-0358 
Sales Ofc. x268 or 257, e-mail: sales@lordjefferyinn.
com, www.lordjefferyinn.com. A full service Inn offering 6 
Function Rooms including The Courtyard for private tented 
receptions for up to 200 guests, packages or a la carte, 
48 guest rooms including 8 suites (some smoking & pet 
permissible), 2 on-property restaurants. Open year round, 
serving all meals.

STONECROFT COUNTRY INN
515 Pumpkin Hill Rd., Ledyard CT  06339, www.
stonecroft.com. 860-572-0771, 1-800-772-0774 Fax: 
860-572-9161. Originally an 1807 Sea Captain’s estate, 
Stonecroft offers luxury lodging and Zagat- rated fi ne 
dining. Innkeeper/JP can perform your marriage, civil 
union, or renewal of vows.

GIFTS
DOWN TO BASICS

249 Newbury St., Boston MA  02116 (617) 267-3696, 
12 Bridge Avenue-Galleria Red Bank, NJ 07701 (800) 822 
2135, www.downtobasics.com. Sleep in lofty luxury. Down 
Comforters & Pillows, Fine Linens, Throws, Gifts.

INVITATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
JAN BOYD CALLIGRAPHY 

725 LaGrange St., W. Roxbury, MA 02132 (617) 327-
6041, Toll-free: (888) 843-9703, www.janboyd.com. Over 
20 years of experience creating elegant to funky hand 
lettering and artwork for envelopes, place cards, menus, 
programs & gifts. Beautifully designed seating scrolls, 
each one of a kind, are our specialty

SPECIAL OCCASIONS & DESIGNS
564 Loring Ave., Salem, MA 01970 (978) 740-8945 www.
specialoccasionsdesigns.com. Thousands of elegant and 
unique invitations to choose from: invitations, stationary, 
baby announcements, bridal accessories, favors, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards, handbags, evening bags, yarmulkas, 
judaica. 20% off invitation packages

WHALEN'S STATIONERS 59 Service Center 
Rd., Northampton, MA 01060, (413) 584-3794, 
Fax: (413) 586-6279, www.whalens.com, email: 
pauldiemand@verizon.net. Traditional, Contemporary, 
Seasons and Pockets. View our selections at www.
whalens.com. Order online or view in our store .Locally 
owned and operated since 1958.

INTELLIGENT WEDDINGS

#95515 Honeymoon cottage
 www.vrbo.com 617-501-9681 

legallawyer1@yahoo.com

Michael Early
& Maura Early,
Ordained ULC

SAME-SEX COUPLES
ARE WELCOMED

Wedding Showcase



All the right connections

Ride the Amtrak Downeaster to Boston and enjoy a round trip fare of only 
$39 per person. * You ‘ll travel in comfort and style, and arrive in the city 

without the hassles of driving and parking. For schedules and calendar of 
events, visit www.amtrakdowneaster.com.
•3-day advance purchase required

Purchase tickets at a station Quik-Trak machine or call 800.USA.RAIL

Fast track your romance.

e-mail: LTree@shore.net

26 King St., Rockport, MA 
978-546-2494

(800) 865-2122

Linden Tree Inn
A distinctive New England 

Bed & Breakfast Inn

Linden Tree Inn

www.LindenTreeInn.com

468 FORE ST., PORTLAND ME  04101 
(888) 798-9090 or (207) 775-9090 

www.PortlandHarborHotel.com

PORTLAND 
HARBOR HOTEL
~ In the Old Port District ~

One of America’s 60 Best Public 
Places!  Each of the deluxe guest 

rooms and suites has a 
character all its own.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
GRETJE FERGUSON PHOTOGRAPHY

Dedham, MA  (781) 461-9202,
e-mail:gretje@gfergphoto.com,
www.gfergphoto.com. A photograph gives unique insight 
into what is truly important in your life. Gretje Ferguson 
photographs intimate weddings (under 125 guests) in 
black-and-white and color, using a mixture of candid and 
informally posed photography. 

IMAGES BY WENDY MIMRAN
(617) 864-8463, e-mail: wendymimran@hotmail.com. 
Pictures that tell your story with warmth and humor. A 
photojournalistic approach in elegant black & white, or 
sparkling color for your wedding and other special events. 
Bar/bat mitzvahs and headshots.  Woods Hole landscapes 
also available.

REAL ESTATE
RE/MAX FIRST CHOICE

123 Nashua Rd., Crossroads Mall, #20 Londonderry, New 
Hampshire 03053 Offi ce: 603-425-2400 x114 Cell: 603-
867-5800 Fax: 603-434-2599 email: markoswald@remax.
net, www.nh-moves.com 1st Choice, Mark G. Oswald REAL-
TOR®, SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist). ALL my buyers 
and Sellers receive a fi ve day cruise certifi cate for two. “I 
will help you fi nd a house you will call home.”

VIDEO PRODUCTION
WEISSWOMAN PRODUCTIONS

Somerville, MA (617) 776-7769, 
e-mail:weisswoman18@hotmail.com. Video production, 
shooting, sound, and editing. Weddings and all other family 
occasions, professional events, educational, non-profi t, and 
performance videos. We work with your budget. 

Wedding Showcase

THINKPINKTHINKPINKTHINK
www.linkpink.com



Francis E Kenney & Sons Inc.
Lawrence R. Kenney, Sr.

 Owner

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1933

TRADITIONAL & NON-TRADITIONAL 
SERVICES & CREMATION

PRE-PLANNING

OVER 75 YEARS OF SERVICE  
TO THE COMMUNITY

Thoughtful Care and Dignity Characterize Our Service

617-361-2450
WWW.KENNEYFUNERALHOME.COM            

Fax 617-364-2455 
email: llrobertsr@msn.com
1445 River St., Boston MA
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617.584.5928
 FAX: 617.539.3188 

25 Tewksbury St. Winthrop, MA

www.curtainspluscustomblinds.com

Curtains Plus 
  Custom Blinds

The next time you’re looking for some new shades or blinds to
punctuate your home décor, look no further than 
Curtains Plus Custom Blinds. 
We have a wide array of products to meet every budget and style. 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT WITH US! 
Free estimates are available, so why wait? We look forward to 
working with you. 





Take your life's most important journey

PA R A D I S E  R E C O V E RY

Exclusive, private and highly effective addiction 
recovery program in luxurious beach front home in Hawaii.

• Highly credentialed staff
• Treating all types of addictions with state-of-the-art therapies

• Medically-monitored detox offered

Call our 24 hour Help Line today: (866) 478-9898               www.paradiserecovery.com

THE ROAD TO RECOVERY ISN’T ALWAYS A STRAIGHT ONE

by: William J. Heran, PhD
CEO and Co-Founder Paradise Recovery, LLC

A GLBT Perspective at Paradise Recovery

A homeless person and your surgeon may be equally sus-
ceptible to addictions and the ravages of the disease. Also, 
addictions do not specifi cally target the GBLT communities as 
many stereotypes may want you to believe.  However, as men-
tioned, there are specifi c concerns while treating GLBT clients. 
Some of those concerns are: a gay-affi rming milieu, promoting 

the elimination of internalized shame and hatred towards self, 
loneliness, healthy intimate relationship building and trauma/grief 
work. Aftercare and monitoring are critical to the sustained 
recovery. Knowing the resources available in a client’s home 
community is a requirement in extending the progress made 
while in residential treatment.

A gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered (GLBT) individual often presents with unique 
personal, social, familial and spiritual concerns when entering treatment for recovery from 
alcohol, drugs, or any process addiction (e.g. sex/love, gambling, internet, disordered eat-
ing). As a gay man and a mental health professional, I am intimately aware of the too often 
pitfalls in rehab programs that attempt to provide quality, yet culturally sensitive treatment for 
GLBT individuals and their family, friends and colleagues.  Addiction fails to discriminate.

Continued on page 48
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When seeking a recovery program, the 
GLBT individual should make sure the facility 
is comfortable reaching out to your partner, 
ex-partners, friends, etc. Oftentimes, your 
partner needs support (and maybe even treat-
ment) since addiction is a “system” disease, 
not only an individual illness. I always recom-
mend my client’s partners to AlaNon meetings, 
Co-dependency Workshops, and/or therapy for 
their issues. A “system” needs to change in 
order to have a sustained recovery. Therefore, 
the most important people in your life needs 
to know how to support the alcoholic or addict 
post-treatment, without “hovering” or anticipat-
ing a relapse.

GLBT individuals should choose a program 
that addresses all their common and unique 
addiction concerns with intentionality and at-
tainable goals towards recovery and health 
for the individual’s personal, social or career 
networks. Like other clients in treatment, the 
GLBT client will need to develop sober leisure 
activities, intimacy skills, mood concerns and 
trauma resolution work that promotes a sus-
tained recovery and a life that is “fully alive!” 
This can more likely be realized through an 
affirming, inclusive environment with effective, 
best-practice interventions. ▼

Continued from page 47

Judah-Abijah Dorrington, MS
Planning and Development Specialist

La Verne Saunders, BSN, RN, MS
Training Specialist

Restoring the good inherent nature of human beings
By teaching about and helping people heal from oppression

People to People      The Harvest Committee      Breakaway/ Dimock
Women on the Rise      MOAR

Massachusetts Black Alcoholism and Addictions Council

AND ASSOCIATES

Dorrington & Saunders

Holistic 
Personal     Professional     Organizational

Planning and Development
Training, Education, Supervising, Consulting, and Counseling

14 Temple Street, Suite E607, Framingham, MA 01702
Phone: 508.626.8928- Fax 508.875.3260- e-mail: DorrSaun@aol.com
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PROVIDING TRUSTED LEGAL ADVICE FOR 60 YEARS
Certified Trust and Estate Planners*
Marital Planning & Dissolution

Talented Civil and Criminal Litigators
Real Estate

*standards for certification are not regulated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Certificate given by Foundation for Continuing Education

EST. 1945
www.gaughenlane.com

376 CENTRE STREET
JAMAICA PLAIN, MA
617.983.5500

528 BROAD STREET
WEYMOUTH, MA

781.335.0374
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26 CHANDLER ST.
BOSTON, MA  02116

617.482.3450
WWW.CHANDLERINN.COM

SMALL BOUTIQUE

HIP & HISTORIC
HOTEL IN BOSTON’S

SOUTH END

CHANDLER INN

48 standard and 
8 Deluxe guest rooms 
at a reasonable price

THE PAUL LYMNEOS 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Est. 1952

"The Diff erence is the Service"
AUTO
•Same Day Registry Service
•Discounts Availible
• Monthy Payments
•Low Rates
•All Drivers Accepted

BUSINESS
•Workers' Compensation
•General Liability
•Business Owners Packages
•Condominium Master Policies
•Builder & Contractors
•Business Owners Package
•Workers Compensation
•General Liability

HOME
•Competitive Rates
•Homeowners
•Single & Multi-Family
•Condominiums
•Apartments 
•Personal Umbrellas

SERVING THE GREATER BOSTON AREA

COMMERCIAL AUTO
•Livery
•Taxis
•Fleet

www.LYMNEOS.com
4258 Washington Street, Suite 8 Roslindale MA 02131

phone 617.327.3870     fax: 617.327.3885
email:info@lymneos.com
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By K. Ceccarossi 

Strange but true; gays and lesbians in Rhode 
Island owe a debt of gratitude to Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. Fifteen years ago, Rodney Davis was an 
ordained minister and on a sure trajectory to a 
lifetime of leadership with the strict Christian sect. 

Then he came out as a gay man and church 
jettisoned him from their ranks.

But if it hadn’t happened, GLBTs in New 
England’s smallest state never would 

have landed the leader that’s helped 
transform them from a skinny, scat-
tered bunch to one of the most 
dynamic and diverse communities 
in the country. 

Strange but true, sometimes 
you have to be completely de-
railed from the road you’ve been 
traveling to find the path you’re 
supposed to be on. “My whole 
universe, the one I thought I’d be 
spending literally forever with, it 
all crumbled,” Davis said. “I knew 
I had to create a new community 
for myself in order to survive.” But 

like Moses leading people to the 
promised land, Davis has created 

a new community for thousands of 
others in the process. 

Rodney’s
    Rhode Island

FAITH
A MAN OF 



Over the last decade Davis has held 
nearly every title in Rhode Island Pride, 
including co-chairman this year, and 
likewise with Rhode Island Alliance. He’s 
also headed up work with InterPride, an 
international association of GLBT orga-
nizers. And he played a crucial role in 
passage of an anti-discrimination law, 
protecting GLBTs in Rhode Island. 

He’s seen Rhode Island’s Pride cel-
ebration grow from a dozen people 
protesting on the State house steps to 
the month-long party in Providence, the 
same city that now boasts an openly 
gay mayor. “We’ve had a lot of success 
here,” he says, “but there is still work 
to be done. And it’s just as relevant as 
it was when I first got involved.”

Davis joined the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
when he was just a boy and by the time 
he finished high school he was immersed 
in the organization. As a young man, 
he was conscious of his sexuality, but 
too scared of being ostracized, and 
worse, of being condemned, to do any-
thing about it. “I figured I’d just wait for 
Armageddon and Jehovah would help 
me,” he said. 

In his 20s, Davis was spending nearly 
every night in the Kingdom Hall. But when 
he’d leave, he’d head over to a local 
gay bar. He says he didn’t even talk to 
anyone there. Just hung in the back and 
wondered how he’d reconcile who he was 
with who he really was. Eventually, who 
he really was trumped fear. 

When he finally decided to come out, 
he came out in a big way. It was 1993 
and church elders were displeased with 
Davis’ public connection to the gay com-
munity -- he was volunteering with Rhode 
Island Pride for the first time. Eventually, 
elders voted to disfellowship Davis from 

continued on page 54
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Rodney Davis outside of Providence city hall.



his congregation, as well as the entire 
Watchtower Society, the church’s inter-
national umbrella organization. 

Davis was given one week to ap-
peal the decision, or make amends. 
But he didn’t bother trying. Instead, 
he granted a local TV news station 
in Providence an interview, as a gay 
man promoting Pride. He didn’t want 
to be outed in a shameful way by the 
church. He wanted to out himself. “I 
came out boldly but cautiously,” he 
says, and he credits the discipline and 
contemplation his faith cultivated for 
that. “I knew if I did it any other way, 
I would have lost my balance.” 

His faith has also shaped his approach 
to GLBT leadership. Despite all the jokes 
and the controversy surrounding Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, Davis says the training 
they gave him has been invaluable to 
his work in the gay community. 

And although he doesn’t go to church 
anymore, he does still read his Bible, 
for comfort and for guidance. He’s a 
true scholar about it, you can tell. In 
one conversation, he’s apt to make 
four or five adept and apropos refer-
ences to scripture. And it’s clear he 
still thinks about everything in broad, 
enduring terms, even as he sagely 
speaks about the importance of broth-
erhood. That may explain why people 
who don’t know about his past ask him 
if he’s a minister. 

In a way, he is, but these days, Davis 
says, his ministry is more direct. What 
he took from his painful split from the 
church was an understanding of the 
need for inclusion. And so his goal with 
Rhode Island Pride has been to give the 
whole spectrum of GLBTs a stake, and 
to foster a real level of engagement, 
community-wide. “We can be our own 
worst enemy in a way. There’s a lot of 
apathy in the community,” he says. “And 
we’re really lacking hospitality toward 
each other.” 

“Sometimes I think we’ve been so 
beaten up by our real enemies, that we 
don’t trust each other,” he said. “And 
some of us, our feet are sore and, our 
backs are tired because we’ve been car-
rying so much weight.” But Davis knows 
how a sense of support and of belonging 
can evaporate in an instant, and so, he 
proffers, “we can’t slow down.” ▼

continued from page 53

Atlantic

Bonded
& Insured

WHEN QUALITY MATTERS

Providence 
(401) 273-7233

E. Providence/East Bay 
(401) 438-7233

Pawtucket/Lincoln 
(401) 728-5397

Warwick/Cranston
(401) 946-5625

Lost
 K

ey
s?

Locked out?

SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

Attleboro
(508) 409-0213

Woonsocket/N.Smithfield
(401) 762-2775

•Doors & Frames • Exit Devices
•Keyless Entry Systems
•High Security Locks
•Master Key Systems
•Safes Sales & Service
•Door Closers 
•Automatic Door Openers

•Lock outs Locks Rekeyed
•Locks Installed Designer Hardware
•Keyless Entry
•Safes Sales & Service
•Investigative Locksmith  
   (Commercial/Residential Theft)

Commercial Residential FREE 
ESTIMATES

Emergency Service
Visit Our Showroom at

39 Greenville Ave. 
Johnston, RI

Locally Dispatched - Servicing RI and MA.
Family Owned and Operated - A Local Company.

Trained Certified Technicians

1033 Turnpike St., Rte. 138, Canton, MA 02021

At American Auto
the caring goes

beyond your car. . . . .
. . . . .we care about you

• Full Insurance
• Fast, Safe Delivery
• Reliable Door to Door Service
• Cars Shipped by TRUCK
• Offices In Major Cities
• We Ship Overseas
• Celebrating our 20th year

www.shipcar.com
800-800-2580

Broker Authority 
U.S.D.O.T.# 385723

Ship Your Vehicle in the Best of Hands!

'07 
Spyder 

'07 
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90 WEST WARWICK AVE. (RTE. 117) • W. WARWICK, RI  02893 (401) 822-0536

Temperature-Controlled wine storage.

Best wine selection in central Rhode Island.

100 Bourbons

350 Single Malt Scotches

80 Boutique Rums

650 Premium Cigar Selections

Largest selection of Irish Whiskey
 in New England

JOYAL’S LIQUORS

www.OxfordWineRoom.com
Click on wine online.
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    Home Improvements
Replace those tired old faucets with a contemporary, classic 
or artsy look. Add a spa showerhead, a sleek designer sink 
and voila - a bathroom transformed.

Bathroom
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    Home Improvements

Float your way to happiness in a vanishing edge pool 
whose “invisible” edge can give the impression of 
merging with the sky or a nearby body of water.

What better way to let your troubles melt away 
than sitting in the ultimate relaxation machine - a 
hot tub equipped with a towel warmer, refrigera-
tor, DVD player and integrated stereo system.

Infinity Pool

Hot Tub

Dust off the red carpet, here comes home enter-
tainment at its best - state of the art audio, video, 
lighting communication and control equipment built 
into either new or existing construction.

Home 
Theater
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www.radurandcontractors.com
401-942-8070

Free Estimates

General Contractors LLC
R.A. DURAND 

Residential  
Commercial

Over 20 yrs.

 experience

Lic.# 853
Fully Insured

Robert Durand
President

Specializing in Custom Homes & Finish Work
Additions • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Decks • Sunrooms • Windows, Vinyl Siding • Remodeling • Renovations 

Acoustical • Architect Blueprints • Basement Remodeling • Ceilings • Doors-interior & Exterior • Dormers 

Excavating • Finish Work • Floors-Hardwood • Tile • Garages • New Construction • Painting Interior & Exterior 

 Patios • Repairs • Resurfaced Walls • Roofing • Sheetrock • Skim Coat • Wood & Vinyl Siding
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The cork industry is generally regarded as 
environmentally friendly. The sustainability 
of its production with the easy recycling of  
products and by-products are two of its most 
distinctive benefits to the environment.

Consider bamboo, an eco-friendly 
and highly renewable grass that 
rivals many hardwoods for beauty 
and durability. Or select natural 
stone tiles with colors and pat-
terns that bring a natural glow to 
your living space.  For a simple but 
attractive  solution, refinish those 
old hardwood floors.

Flooring

You and your partner placed a compact home gym complete 
with folding treadmill in the empty corner in the living room. 
Now all you need is a personal trainer at home to keep you 
motivated to use the equipment. 

Home Gym
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Let the sun shine in while summer’s humidity 
and winter’s chill stay out. A versatile addition to 
any home, a sunroom keeps your indoor garden 
growing year round and offers the benefi t of ex-
posure to the sun. And if you’re looking to raise 
the resale value of your property, a sunroom is 
one of the most sought-after amenities.

Landscaping

Sunroom

Create an urban oasis on your condo balcony 
or spruce up your suburban back yard with 
carefully designed plantings and tree prunings 
for beauty and comfort.

POOL APRONS • PATIOS-TERRACES • WALKWAYS • DRIVEWAYS • STEPS • WALLS • VENEERS • PILLARS

At Decorative Concrete 
we know the importance 
of quality. From simple 
repairs to complete 
property renovation, we 
are staffed with the skilled 
employees and heavy 
construction equipment to 
build the masonry project 
that will characterize your 
home or business.

Decorative 
      Concrete

ray@raylimoges.com                      www.raylimoges.com
PO Box 121 Slocum - North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02877 401.738.5888
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Build cabinets with shelves you can reach, install built- 
in refrigeration and wine storage, place a cooktop 
on your island and you’re set to try out the gourmet 
cookbook that has been sitting on the shelf.

A romantic dinner for two or a crowd around 
the grill- a deck can increase your outdoor 
living area over that steep ground  that 
once seemed useless.

Deck

Dream Kitchen
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Full Service design fi rm 
dedicated to provideing the best.

Cabinetry Storage needs for 
every room in the home; 

Kitchen, Armoirs, Bath, Closets, 
Entertainment Center, Offi ce.

Design, Sales, Installation, 
Remodeling

Product service assistance

In home Consultations

Design Service beyond the 
Kitchen

895 Cumberland Hill Rd. 
(Rte 122), Woonsocket, RI

(401) 765-2020

www.cabinetgalleryltd.com

Since 1984 

CONSTRUCTION
STEALTH

617-623-3300              617-387-8500
StealthConstruction1@comcast.net

www.StealthConstruction.net

From emergency service, the smallest deck or siding 

restoration, to the largest home renovation or addition, 

our policy is the same - a quality job, at the right price, 

with customer satisfaction is our priority.

"DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME"
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Hire A Contractor 
You’ll Love

Watching the love-hate relationship 
between a contractor and a hom-
eowner unfold on a TV sitcom might 

be hilarious. But if it happens in your own liv-
ing room, suddenly it’s not so funny anymore. 
To keep your dream project from becoming a 
nightmare, we’ve got some practical advice. 
Before you decide which contractor to hire 
for your home improvement project ask lots 
of questions.

Contractors looking to do business with our 
community often advertise their services in 
GLBT publications. If you’re in the market for 
a community-friendly contractor, check the 

ads in the Pink Pages book, or 
www.linkpink.com and the GLBT 
newspapers in your area. As a 
courtesy, let contractors know 
you saw their listings in one of 
these publications so they can 
know that their ads are reaching 
their target market. Just a caution-
ary note, however. Just because 

the owner of the company seeks business 
from our community doesn’t guarantee that the 
people they employ are of a like mind. Should 
you encounter any bigotry from a contractor’s 
employees or subcontractors, confront the 
individual directly (after all, he or she is in your 
home). But also let the owner know that this 
individual’s attitude is unacceptable and will af-
fect your recommendation of this contractor’s 
services to others in the GLBT community.

Is This Contractor Right for You? Quality 
workmanship is certainly critical in hiring a 
contractor. But there are a number of other 
attributes a contractor should possess to 
ensure your home improvement project goes 

by Debby Young

HOW TO

Are they a GLBT Friendly Contractor?
Be clear as to who’s responsible for what.

Put everything in writing.
Always check references.



smoothly. How do you know if a contractor has 
what it takes to do the job to your satisfaction? 
Several years ago, Technocopia and the McNe-
aly Corporation published a suggested list of 
questions you should ask a contractor before 
deciding whether or not to engage his/her 
services. How a contractor responds to these 
pointed questions will tell you a lot about how 
they work and how communicative they are 
likely to be during a project.

How Experienced Are You?
A contractor who is just starting out in the 

industry will have a lot of learning to do and will 
inevitably make mistakes. Unless you’re willing 
to foot the bill for his/her on-the-job training, 
choose a seasoned professional. Make sure 
your contractor is experienced in all facets 
of the project he/she is undertaking. Can this 
person handle framing? Dry wall? Tiling? Custom 
cabinetry? Etc.

Are You Licensed? 
That last thing you want is an amateur handy-

man working on a major renovation. Licensed 
contractors are professionally trained and 
experienced. But don’t take their word for it. 
Ask to see the license and make a copy for 
your records. Remember to check the expira-
tion date. If a contractor can’t produce a valid 
license, don’t hire him/her! 

Do You Have Your Own Crew?
Ask if the contractor has an established 

crew and regular subcontractors (plumbers, 
electricians, drywall experts, etc.) with which 
he/she works. Having to hire cold on every 
phase of the project can cause untold delays 
in completing the job.

How Many Projects Are You Running Now?
Be suspicious if the number is too high 

or too low to sound right for the size of the 
company. If the contractor is operating from 
a small home offi ce, handling a couple of jobs 
concurrently is reasonable. If yours is the only 
project on the books, however, it could mean 
this contractor has a less-than-stellar reputa-
tion. A high number of jobs could mean the 
contractor is going after work helter-skelter 
and spreading himself/herself too thin to do 
justice at any work site. 

Do You Carry General Liability Insurance? 
Don’t get stuck paying for a contractor’s or 

crew’s carelessness. Make sure your contrac-
tor carries general liability insurance. This type 
of insurance protects your property in case of 
damage caused by contractors and/or their 
employees. Their insurance company will pay 
for the cost of replacing and/or repairing any 
damage that occurs. Have the contractor give 
you a certifi cate of insurance naming you as 
the certifi cate holder. 

continued from page 64

“We Put You First!”
www.thomasbennettinsurance.com

Thomas J. Bennett Insurance Agency, INC.
PERSONALIZED SERVICE SINCE 1978 • ON-SITE REGISTRATION

PLATES, REGISTRATION & TITLE IN JUST 15 MINUTES!

480 1/2 Washington St. Dorchester • Phone Quotes (617) 825-9676

For a free no obligation consultation, please contact: 
Jeff Wright (978) 502-7755, Jim Jones (978) 269-6112

www.1800callfi rst.com

Senior Equity Lines of Credit & Reverse Mortgages

AARP and HUD set up this federally secured program to allow 
retirees to age with respect and dignity in their own homes. The

reverse mortgage program enables people who are 62+ to tap into 
the equity in their homes with the following benefi ts:

 • Payoff existing mortgage-No more monthly payments
 • Title does not change hands

 • The income is tax free
 • Receive monthly payments, line of credit or a lump sum

 • Does not effect Social Security, Medicaid or Medicare
 • Afford home healthcare and assistance

 • Requires no repayment until the house is sold

First Call Mortgage is the #1 Reverse Mortgage Broker in New 
England for a reason, by taking an educational approach when

presenting a reverse mortgage as an option! We are proud
members of NRMLA and NAIPC.

Mortgage Planning made EASY!!! We are GLBF and pride 
ourselves on understanding the needs of our clients and 
customizing the perfect home loan for them. With over 45 
investors in our portfolio, we can offer you the most
competitive interest rates matched with exceptional
customer service.

• Jumbo’s, interest only, no income verifi cation loans.
• loan terms ranging from 10-40 years.
• 100% fi nancing available.
• Mortgages designed for the fi rst time home-buyer.
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Do You Carry Workers’  
Compensation Insurance? 

Accidents happen. But you shouldn’t foot the 
bill. Make sure your contractor carries work-
ers’ compensation insurance. It protects you 
from liability if a worker is injured while on your 
property. This is critical! If the contractor doesn’t 
carry this insurance coverage, you may be li-
able for any injuries suffered by the contractor 
or any of their employees on your property. If 
the contractor is a one-person operation, the 
owner can be exempt from having to carry 
workers compensation insurance. But don’t 
take a contractor’s word for it. Ask for a copy 
of his/his construction industry certificate of 
exemption from workers compensation to be 
sure the exemption is legal. As a safeguard, 
you should get the owner to sign a waiver 
exempting you from financial responsibility for 
accidents while working in your home so that 
claims will go through the contractor’s personal 
insurance company, not yours.

Will You Provide Me with a  
Written Lien Waiver?

Once you’ve paid the contractor for your 
domicile facelift, you don’t want a supplier or 
subcontractor coming back later asking for 
money. To protect yourself, get a lien waver 
from the contractor when you hand over the 
last payment. This is a legal document that says 
you, the homeowner, have paid the contractor 
in full for services rendered and the contractor 
waives his right to place a mechanic’s lien on 
your property. If, during the course of a major 
construction project, you receive any notice to 
owner documents from material suppliers or 
subcontractors, it would be smart to ask the 
contractor for a final release of lien from each 
person or company prior to paying the contrac-
tor his/her final installment. This protects you 
in case the contractor doesn’t pay the mate-
rial suppliers or subcontractors after you have 
paid him/her in full. It may not apply on smaller 
less complex jobs. But it’s essential on major 
remodeling undertakings . So make sure the 
contractor gives you with a written lien waiver 
at the end of the job. 

Are You A Member of a  
Professional Association?

Professional building industry associations 
generally attract conscientious contractors in-
terested in bettering the industry and in weeding 
out unprofessional contractors. Ask a contrac-
tor if he/she belongs to a professional building 
industry association like NARI (National Associa-
tion of the Remodeling Industry), NAHB (National 
Association of Home Builders), CEDIA (Custom 
Electronic Design & Installation Association) or 
HAA (Home Automation Association). 
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Refinish Your Hardwood Floors Without The Dust!

Nylin
Wood Floor Inspirations

Dustless Floor Sanding And Refinishing
Custom Installations Of Any Type

Beautiful And Durable Wood Finishes 

20 Years Experience                                              Licensed & Insured 

www.nylinfloors.com                          781-321-4647

HOMEPRO INSPECTIONS  
OF RHODE ISLAND CORP.

Structural  Electrical  HVAC  Plumbing
Kitchen  Interior  Exterior  Foundation

Office: (401) 821-5446
Mobile: (401) 474-2007

PO Box 440
Hope, RI 02831-0440

Air Quality Testing For Mold • Lead Clearance Inspections
inspector@homeprorhode.com

www.homeprorhodeisland.com
We wrote the “Homebook”  

on inspections.

B. Donovan & M. Mulhearn  
Construction Co.

80 Kittredge Street Roslindale, MA 02131
(617) 645-1949, (617) 325-0462, e-mail: brian104@verizon.net.

General Contractor with 30 years experience in Boston/Metro area. Specializing 
in home repair and improvement, kitchens, baths, additions. Owner on site from 
start to finish. Licensed, insured, free estimates. We welcome you to call our 
references. No job too small.

Feeling Disconnected?

66   savoirflair



Another plus of hiring NARI, NAHB, CEDIA 
or HAA contractors is that they are already 
rigorously prescreened for you.

Will You Pull All the Required  
Building Permits? 

It’s very important to make sure your con-
tractor pulls all the required permits. When 
they do, you’ll know things will be done to code. 
Many homeowners’ insurance policies require 
pulling a permit on major remodeling to keep 
your home properly covered. If a contractor 
asks you to get the permits, be wary. Maybe 
they aren’t able to pull the permits themselves 
because they’re unlicensed, or the scope of 
the work is outside their license. A reputable 
contractor will pull permits for every job where 
a permit is required.

Do You Guarantee Your Work? 
Sometimes problems don’t crop up until 

months after the renovation work is com-
pleted. Your contractor should guarantee 
the work in writing for a least one year from 
the date of completion. If the contractor 
doesn’t bring up the issue of a guarantee, it 
could be because he/she can’t offer one, or 
won’t. Don’t do business with someone who 
won’t guarantee that his/her work will stand 
up over time.

Who Will Be in Charge of the Job?
Always know whom you can call whenever 

you have a question or concern about your 
project. Make sure the contractor or their ap-
pointed “lead” person is on the job most of 
the time when work is being performed. 

Will You Provide Me with References?
A good contractor will happily provide you 

with references. Look for well-established 
contractors who can give you several client 
references from the last six months to one 
year. Ask for vendor references, too. You want 
to make sure that the people you hire has 
a good relationship with their supply chain. 
Otherwise you may experience long delays 
waiting for construction materials to arrive. 

And don’t be shy about checking out those 
references thoroughly. In the construction 
industry, contractors may come and go over-
night. You want to be sure to hire someone 
with stability and a good reputation. Recent 
clients are a wonderful source of information. 
Ask them to tell you about their experience 
with the contractor you’re considering.

You should raise these questions  
to former customers:
Were they satisfied with the finished prod-
uct?
Was the quality what they expected? Why?
Were there any cost overruns that they 
were unexpectedly responsible for?
Were the contract and specifications  
completed in full?  ▼

H&R ELECTRIC
CONTRACTOR, INC.

"Quality has no Competition"

OFFICE
(401) 949-3111

FAX
(401) 949-7840

EMAIL:
HRELECTRIC1@VERIZON.NET

Residential  & Commercial
Painting Co.

781.438.6140 • 617.771.2139 (cell)
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Ryan Landry, Boston-based actor and playwright, is a rare bird; intellectual, playwright, 
actor, vaudeville drag queen. He’s an original phenomenon whose roots could only have 
come from growing up gay in America. He is the vocal partner of The Gold Dust Orphans, 
the most successful “drag theater troupe” in the world. In conversation Landry proved to 
be as witty and pithy as the plays he’s written and performed in. 

SF: BECAUSE WE’D LIKE TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT YOUR FORMATIVE YEARS LET’S START 
OFF WHERE YOU LITERALLY CAME IN... 
RL: I was born in Norwalk, California. When I was 7 months old my mother left us for a man who promised 
her a career in the movies. My father, a severe alcoholic, couldn’t cut the muster as a parent, and he put 
the four of us kids in separate foster homes. Eventually me and my brother wound up being raised by my 
Aunt who lived in a converted chicken coop in central Connecticut. That’s where I learned how to fall com-
pletely into fantasy, avoiding at all costs the unpleasant odor of reality. 

It’s Good To Be Me:

Ryan    
Landry
An interview with Boston Theater Maven
interview and photos by: Joe Gallo
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It’s Good To Be Me:

Ryan    
Landry
An interview with Boston Theater Maven
interview and photos by: Joe Gallo

SF: HOW WOULD FORMER CLASSMATES REACT TO 
YOUR STAGE SHOWS?
RL: I don’t think they would really “get” my theatrical stuff. 
They weren’t exactly the most “cultured” bunch. Then again 
they’d probably love it now that they’re older. 

SF: WHEN DID DRAG BECOME A PART OF YOUR LIFE? 
AND IS IT PART OF YOUR LIFE OUTSIDE THE THEATER?
RL: Drag has been around me always. It is around all of 
us always. As long as people continue to focus on the 
differences between boys and girls and not the similarities 
between human beings, drag will always have a place in 
my political closet because, for me, drag is just a way to 
confuse the enemy. 

SF: AND THE ENEMY IS...
RL: Settling for mediocrity and the pursuit of formulas that 
are “safe” and “normal.” Now, to answer the second part of 
your question, Do I dress up “Just for fun”? The answer is 
No. Drag for me is a stage device.

SF: DO YOU REMEMBER YOUR FIRST DRESS?
RL: I remember my mother’s only dress. It was what the 
Queens like to call a “twirler” because when you spin 
around fast it flows out from the waist like a toy top. These 
are especially fun when the lady is wearing no underwear, 
my mother excluded.

SF: DID YOU ACTUALLY GROW UP AROUND CHICKENS?
RL: Thousands of them! They lived across the street in a 
huge barn. Naturally, we grew accustomed to the powerful 
scent but never really the sound. The sound of ten thousand 
chickens crying to get out before the axe came slashing 
down!
Late afternoons, I would run in the fields outside my Aunt’s 
house, pretending to be a chicken. Yelling, screaming, 
pleading for my life to be spared from the axe. After reach-
ing the point of losing my voice I would suddenly plop down 
in the grass and quietly pretend I was now the host of my 
very own television show where I would decide the fate of 
the other chickens depending on their sex appeal. That’s the 
kind of kid I was. Nuts. 
 
SF: HOW WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE YOURSELF AS 
A TEENAGER?
RL: Gay. The other kids were listening to Rock and Roll and 
I only listened to the “Captain and Tennielle”. While most 
teenagers were having sex I was drawing cartoon panda 
bears, looking melancholy and holding daisies. This all 
changed however once I discovered acid.

SF: IN HIGH SCHOOL YOU WERE MOST LIKELY TO... ?
RL: Have the shit beat out of me. Every day.

“I would decide the fate 

of the other chickens 
depending on their 

 sex appeal”
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The Safest way to move your home or office!

Operated by local  
POLICE OFFICERS!

401-233-2786

Daily Service to:
Massachusetts
Connecticut
New York

Continued Service to:
All other East Coast 
Locations

MOVING & STORAGE

www.crumvanlines.com           info@crumvanlines.com
You'll be MOVED by our service!

USDOT#1379655    USMC# 526267    RIMC# 2559

On site move planning & Coordination
Complete new home set up
Complete packing & Unpacking services
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SF: MEN IN DRESSES HAVE A LONG HISTORY IN 
ENTERTAINMENT. MILTON BERLE, FLIP WILSON, RU 
PAUL, EVEN BUGS BUNNY ... JUST TO NAME A FEW. 
WHAT IS IT THAT KEEPS THE GOLD DUST ORPHANS 
OUT OF THE MAINSTREAM?
RL: Well, we always do exactly what we want to do and 
answer to no one. Ever. This means, of course, that we 
will never be “mainstream”. But I don’t think we really want 
to be. It’s funny but whenever I make statements like this 
in interviews, some Queen suddenly gets all indignant and 
feels the need to jump on a website and call me “tired” or 
“bitter” as if it’s impossible for them to conceive that any-
one in show business would actually reject national “fame”; 
especially someone gay! 

SF: WHAT WAS THE INITIAL ATTRACTION TO PER-
FORMING IN DRAG? OR IN THE NUDE?
RL: The first time I performed in drag I looked much the 
way I do now. Stupid! Everyone laughed! Immediately I 
knew that I had finally done something right! The first time 
I performed in the nude everyone laughed. My second 
triumph!  My intention is never really to get totally nude. 
But if they’re not laughing it’s a great way to break the ice! I 
would never take my clothes off in public as a boy. I’m too 
self-conscious and insecure for that! But when I’m in drag 

nothing matters but the audience. If the clown suit doesn’t 
work I pull out the birthday suit. 

SF: DO YOU FIND THE GAY ARTS AND SOCIAL SCENE 
TO BE AS CREATIVE AS IT WAS, SAY, A DECADE OR 
TWO AGO?
RL: Absolutely not! (Quick cut to some insulted Queen 
leaping onto her computer and furiously beginning to type!) 
There is no “gay arts scene” today. The gays are just as 
boring as the straights these days and seemingly happy to 
be so. Call me bitter but it’s the bitter truth and everyone 
knows it. However, what matters is what we are all doing 
to change that truth. I try but it is disheartening to watch 
so many of the younger set drooling over today’s D.J.’s like 
they’re the great painters and sculptors of some shiny, new 
cultural Renaissance.

SF: WHAT WAS THE MOST OUTRAGEOUS THING 
YOU’VE HEARD ABOUT YOURSELF?
RL: Oh, God! I’ve heard everything from someone swearing 
me and Margaret (Cho) were lovers to receiving news over 
the radio that I had just died in Amsterdam of an overdose.

SF: WHAT’S THE BIGGEST MISCONCEPTION PEOPLE 
HAVE ABOUT YOUR LIFE OFF-STAGE?
RL: That I live some sort of unhappy “drag” existence. The 
truth is that I actually love my life just the way it is. I mean, 

Continued on page 73

“The first time I 
performed in the 
nude everyone 

laughed”
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Diana Kryston, Principal Broker
Visit us at the end of Blackstone Blvd.

and our web site at: www.C21BK.com 

749 East Ave
Pawtucket, RI 02860
Business (401)521-9490
Toll Free 1(800)521-2167

Butterman &  
Kryston, Inc.

Denise M. Mancini
Rhode Island and  Massachusetts Licensed Realtor
Your Full Time Realtor For Over A Decade
Innovative Marketing That Gets Results  
A Certified Real Estate Appraiser
Covering All Of   Rhode Island
Free Market Analysis 

(401)349-6042
458 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI

Residential Brokerage

WWW.REBECCAPUTNAM.COM        E-MAIL: RPUTNAMREALESTATE@YAHOO.COM

If  you’re looking for a home in 
Barnstable, Cape Cod, Falmouth, Mashpee, 

 Osterville or Yarmouth 
you need someone who knows the area  

and the people.

The Relat ionship  Co.
www.TheRelationshipCo.com

1-800-749-3989
A personalized 

introductory service  
serving same sex singles 

throughout New England.
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I have to be the luckiest Queen alive! 
I’ve written over 30 fi nancially suc-
cessful and critically acclaimed plays, 
I’ve been in the same relationship for 
13 years, I own my house outright 
and I can’t even begin to count all the 
good, true friends who have stood be-
side me through the years no matter 
what. It may sound gross, but I don’t 
care... I’ve truly been blessed.

SF: THAT’S A WEIRD NAME, THE 
GOLD DUST ORPHANS. HOW’D 
THAT COME ABOUT?
RL: It came from the graphics on a 
box of soap powder from the ‘30s. It 
was called “Gold Dust” and it featured 
two identical black children scrubbing 
“the white folks” laundry with a tag 
line underneath the title that read, “Let 
the twins do the work!” I was insulted 
and at the same time fascinated by 
this. I believe there is a power in being 
the underdog. There is honor in being 
the one that no one thinks is worthy. 
Those twins seemed to be saying, 
“Sure you can dismiss us because of 
the way we look but you have no idea 
who we really are. And that makes us 
far more powerful than you will ever 
be willing to admit!” 

SF: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS? 
RL: The scripts are merely homages 
to all the great works that they are 
based on. I don’t pretend to be Ten-
nessee Williams or Eugene O’Neill. I 
only try and understand them and then 
proceed to present my version of their 
works to others. Sure, my plays are 
completely different than the originals 
in concept, execution and sometimes 
intention, but the foundations of my 
little “homages” are always very true 
to their original source.  

SF: AND YOUR PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE?
RL: I suppose I will eventually begin 
a career in creative hairdressing if 
this theater thing doesn’t work out. 
Onward and upward with the arts!!! ▼

Continued from page 71

Luxury Vacation and Investment Homes
Beautiful homes in central Florida right near Disney, 100% fi nancing or 

owner fi nancing from 3% down - all qualify from $995 per month. 

Live in it, use it as a vacation and rent it when you are away – 
Excellent investment opportunity – Magnifi cent opportunity. 

CALL TODAY 321-624-4040
Visit our web site for more info www.Allin1realestate.com 

No credit needed • No downpayment • No closing costs!
Visit www.FloridaNoCreditHomes.com for more info and pics

or call 1-800-731-4781

Own This Florida Luxury Home

AM E N I T I E S  IN C L U D E D
HA R DWO O D F L O O R S * LAU N D RY I N UN I T

AM P L E  PA R K I N G * LA R G E O P E N F L O O R P L A N S

1 +2 BE D S/  1-2 1/2 BAT H S

HY D R O-AI R HE AT/CE N T R A L AI R

1488 WE S T M I N S T E R ST R E E T  |  PR OV I D E N C E,  RI

401.421.3344 |  W W W.W E S T M I N S T E R-P L AC E.C O M

Westminster Place
C O N D O M I N I U M S

1488 WE S T M I N S T E R ST R E E T

4 TOW N H O U S E /  6 ON E FL O O R UN I T S

OP E N HO U S E S
SAT U R DAY & SU N DAY 

1:00-3:00P M

TU E S DAY & TH U R S DAY 
3:30 -  5:30 P M

“I will help you fi nd a house you will call home” 

Mark G. Oswald
REALTOR®, SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)

123 Nashua Rd., Crossroads Mall, #20
Londonderry, New Hampshire 03053

Offi ce: 603-425-2400 x114
Cell: 603-867-5800
Fax: 603-434-2599

Email: markoswald@remax.net
Website: nh-moves.com

1st Choice

ALL my Buyers and Sellers receive a fi ve day cruise certifi cate for two. Each Offi ce Independantly Owned and Operated
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There are lots of ways to go “green,” from participating in recycling programs to turning down the air 
conditioning and buying organically grown food. Now, ecologically-minded consumers are embracing a 
hot new trend: organic home furnishings – sofas, chairs, mattresses and more made with sustainably-
harvested, organic and chemical free ingredients.

One reason for its growing popularity is that materials used to make conventional furniture and mat-
tresses contain a lot of chemicals. Common ingredients like formaldehyde, fi re retardant chemicals and 
urethane foam have been linked to a variety of health problems ranging from allergies and asthma to a 
condition known as MCS, or Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS). Some fl ame retardant chemicals used in 
mattresses belong to a class of chemicals known as persistent toxic chemicals, which have been shown to 
impair memory, learning and behavior in laboratory animals. These synthetic materials and chemicals may 
out-gas vapors for many years.  

GO GREEN 
WITH 

ORGANIC 

The Hempest. A one of a kind outlet for all things hemp and beyond.

Bradford Natural Market
Your one-stop shopping center for all your natural and organic needs including:

Bradford Natural Market
A Health and Whole Foods Market

141 Bradford Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

508-487-9784
www.bradfordnatural.com

• Bulk items (nuts, grains, dried 
   fruit, and more)
• Organic pet food and supplies
• Vitamins, homeopathic remedies
• Sports and fi tness nutrition
• Body care aromatherapy and candles
• Eco-friendly cleaning supplies
• Organic produce, coffee & tea
• Fresh baked goods

• All your grocery needs:
        • wheat-free
        • gluten-free
        • dairy-free
        • sugar-free
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Cambridge fi nally gets the 
Big Picture!

30% off custom framing
EVERYDAY!

NOW IN CAMBRIDGE!
2044 Mass. Ave.
(617) 491-0011

Concerned about their health and the 

impact on the environment, consumers 

are demanding chemical-free alternatives. 

Eliminating exposure in furniture and bed-

ding – two places that offer the potential 

for hours of intimate contact – is a great 

place to start.

A leading source for organic home 

furnishings is Boston-based Furnature. 

Furnature is widely credited for pioneering 

the organic home furnishings category. 

The idea was born in the mid-1990s when 

a woman suffering from Multiple Chemical 

Sensitivities (MCS) called master furni-

ture-makers Barry and Fred Shapiro and 

asked if they could create a chemical-free 

sofa for her. Nothing like that existed at the 

time, but concerned about the woman’s 

plight, they agreed to take on the chal-

lenge so that she could have what she 

said she wanted most – a comfortable 

sofa where she could “curl up, watch TV 

or fall asleep, and feel normal.”

After analyzing every ingredient needed 

to make the piece and scouring the world 

for resources, the Shapiros – who are 

cousins – delivered the sofa, and an en-

tirely new category in home furnishings 

was born.

Not only are the ingredients used in 

these pieces good for the environment 

– they also offer many other benefi ts. 

For example, natural rubber molds to 

the body and is extremely comfortable, 

durable and resilient. Wool is a natural 

dust mite repellent, and it also regulates 

body temperature.  ▼

Mon,Tues, Fri 9-6 • Wed, Thurs 9-7 • Sat 9-5

face & body spaface & body spa
475 Winter St. Waltham, MA
581 Boylston St. Boston MA 

(781) 895-0010
 www.springrainspa.com

“We put the green in dry cleaning”
www.clevergreencleaners.com

617.523.6925
Toxin free cleaning that loves your clothes as much as you do.

WORRIED ABOUT PLAYING FULL OUT?
Go ahead...

We’ll get out what you get into!!! 
Getting stains out is what we do best.

7 6

savoirflair   75



Experienced mason specializing in walkways, patios, 
stairs, driveways, stonewalls & ceramic tiles.

Call Frank 617-965-1448
www.fsmasonry.com

F. S. Masonry

Free Estimates ~ References Available

(617) 553-0739   Pager:(617) 490-0369
topplumber@netzero.com     www.walshshdac.com

You can count on!

WALSH’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Fully Licensed & 
Insured. Discover, 
Mastercard & Visa.

Serving Greater Boston 10 years Experience. 

FREE 
Estimates

Water Tanks • Clogged Drains 
No Heat • Main Line Repairs
Frozen Pipes
Electronically Thawed
Sump Pump
Flooded Basements
Heating and Air 
Conditioning Specialist

100% Satisfaction 
Guarantee24 

Hour 
Emergency

PROVIDING

QUALITY

ELECTRICAL

SERVICES

to the

BOSTON

AREA

617.542.2000
WWW.DS-ELECTRIC.COM

National
Roofi ng
Contractors
Association

O’LYN 
Free estimates and fully insured

The Roofi ng Experts for over 30 years
ROOFING CONTRACTORS INC.

www.olynroofi ng.com

Roofi ng - Shingle, Rubber, Copper, Slate
Gutters - Aluminum & Copper

(781) 769 8599        (617) 232-8153

2 8 9  6 5 9 6

MA REG 101297

Financing Available

877-BUY-OLYN

24 Haverhill Rd., Chester NH
(603) 887-5557fi nepropertiesnh.com

PAUL CHAISSON
INTERIOR DESIGN

Interior Elements: 
Conceptual Design, Space 
Planning, Lighting, Color 
Palettes, Fabric & Leather 
Selections, Blinds, Custom 
W i n d o w  T r e a t m e n t s , 
Wallcoverings, Flooring 
& Carpeting, Furniture 
Selections & Placement, 
I n s t a l l  &  D e l i v e r y .

Exterior Elements: 
Color Palettes, Siding & 
Roofing, Lighting, Poolside, 
Patio & Outdoor Grilling, 
Driveway & Enclosure.

(617) 686-2701
www.interiorsbypaulchaisson.com

215 London Street
East Boston, MA 02128
www.aauto.net

Phone (617) 561-1111     Fax # (617) 561-6486     Nationwide Toll Free 1-888-892-0600

ADVANCED 
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

Finest Quality Work • Specializing in Mercedes Benz, Lexus, 
Porsche, BMW and Other Fine Cars • Insurance Experts • RS #524
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1 Ask your real estate agent if there are any other gay people living in 
the complex. Then see if you can speak with them to fi nd out how 

welcoming the complex is.

2 Look at the minutes of the  annual condo meeting and see what the 
other owners have concerns about. If there are a lot of the same 

complaints from one meeting to the next there may be a management 
problem. You can also read the minutes of the meetings to see what kind 
of projects are underway and what they are planning for the future.

3 Find out if there is a high condo rate delinquency among owners. 
If so, it could indicate that people are either unhappy with the way 

their dues are appropriated or that they are too high.

4 Ask about the repair fund. The fund set aside from the fees owners 
pay to offset the cost of major repairs. Beware of associations that 

don’t charge a normal condo fee amount because if something happens 
there may not be enough money to repair the problem and the place will 
begin to fall into disrepair or owners will be asked for additional monies.

5 Get a copy of the certifi cate of insurance. Its a summary of the con-
do association’s policy. First of all see if the cost of replacing the 

property is an accurate estimate. Second check if there is an ordinance 
clause. An ordinance clause is part of the insurance policy that would 
have the insurance foot the bill if it needs any work to bring the building 
up to code. Lastly make sure you are very clear what the condo associa-
tions policy covers and what you may have to pay for.  Regardless of 
the policy you should look into getting your own insurance to insure your 
personal items within the condo.

THINGS TO K
N

O
W B

EFORE BUYING A CONDO

Buying a condo 
can be nerve 
racking in today’s 
real estate market. 
Here are 9 things 
you should look at 
before you buy.

Boston 
617-522-1000

Unprecedented Service 
Tailored to You!

S.G. Harold
Plumbing, 

Heating & AC
• Specializing in Viessman Boiler •

• Home Heating Repairs & Service •
• Unico Air Conditioning •
• Radiant Floor Heating •

MA Lic #10589

OLSON BROS. HAULING INC.

East Providence, RI.
phone: 401-490-0018

WWW.OLSONBROSHAULING.COM

Dumpster Service
Car Removal

Light Demolition
Attic/Basement Cleanout

REFLECTION 
ENTERPRISES, LLC

617-442-5426

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
EXPERT SERVICE 

AND CRAFTSMANSHIP
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Last But Not Least
There are a lot of tests that anyone can 
perform on a condo or house or any kind of 
real estate to see if there are any obvious 
major problems. 

You should check all the appliances. Check the 
stove, garbage disposal, refrigerator, and any-
thing else that comes with the property.

Turn the thermostat up above room tempera-
ture to see if it comes on and works properly. 
If there is central air check that too. Go around 
to all the ducts in the house and feel if the air 
is being distributed evenly throughout. 

Examine the ceiling and walls for spots that 
might indicate leaks. You can also look at the 
basement fl oor for signs of fl ooding.

Make sure that the cabinets and doors are 
easily opened and closed. Sometimes things 
shift due to settling. 

Look at the insulation in the attic, if there is one, 
and see if it covers the whole fl oor. 

If there is a fi replace, burn a piece of paper 
in it to see if there is good airfl ow through 
the chimney. 

Ultimately you should have a professional home 
inspector look at the property before purchas-
ing. Only a trained professional can make a 
proper assessment. ▼

6 Look into the bylaws of the as-
sociation. See if they are care-

fully crafted to the specifi c need of 
the complex, often times bylaws are 
used from other associations and not 
always appropriate for every condo 
community.

7 Some people buy condos as real 
estate investments. If you are in-

terested in doing this fi nd out what the 
renter percentage is. If it is high enough 
there may be services that will help you 
rent it out. But you might get a place 
that doesn’t like renters and will make 
it very diffi cult for you to rent it out.

8 Be aware of who manages the 
complex. If it is owner managed 

you may run into problems. If it is 
professionally managed you should 
see the manager directly and ask him 
about condo you are looking to buy.

9 Finally, and most important, ask 
the people who live there what 

they think. They know better than any-
one about the problems that could arise 
or the ease at which things are run.

TomTurcketta.com

Building & Remodeling
Fine Finish Carpentry

Cabinet Making
Architectural Wood working

Reproduction of Period Mouldings

MASTER CARPENTER

 508-385-3672

Specializing in Restoration & Preservation 
of Old & Historic Homes

Over 30 Years Experience

C.S.L #029893 • REG. #110124

THOMAS L.TURCKETTA

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGES 
• Purchase and Refi nance Programs 
• No Closing Cost Options 
• Single Family to Multi Family 
• Second Homes/Investment Properties 
• Eliminate P.M.I./Consolidate Debt  
• Home Equity Lines of Credit

REVERSE MORTGAGES 
• For individuals 62 years of age or older 
• Client never loses ownership of home 
• No Income OR Credit qualifi cations 
• Seniors will never have to leave their home 
• Never make another mortgage payment 
• Many different options available 

For your FREE consultation call 

888-935-1660  

500 West Cummings Park # 3450 
Woburn, MA 01801 

www.umgllc.com 

LICENSED BROKER 
MA License # MB -3794 
NH License # 10775-MBR 
ME License # CS07407 
FL License # 535657 
CT License # 19709

• Offi ce Buildings
• Apartment Buildings
• Conduit Loans
• Non Recourse Loans
• $500,000 - $100 Million
• All types of commercial fi nancing available

COMMERCIAL FINANCING

PLUMBING - GAS FITTING - HEATING

KAREM PLUMBING
Plumbing, Gas Fitting, Heating

Hot Water Heaters and New or Repair Work
(617) 361-6532 

No Job Too Small, No Job Too Big • Master License • Insured 
MASS LIC. #9290 • 24-HR. SERVICE • CALL ANYTIME

“When it Absolutely has 
to be on time!”

617.282.4500

Courier * Trucking * Routes * 
Mail, Rush & Airport Service
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THOMAS L.TURCKETTA sleep in lofty luxury

NEED TO CLEAN OUT?
We are the Complete Removal and Cleanup Company!

• Garages
• Boiler Removal
• Construction Debris
• Complete Gutting Service
• Snow Removal

• Attics
• Basements
• Yard Debris
• Furniture
• Offi ce Clutter

OCEAN STATE REMOVAL

401-726-1352
Serving All of MA & RI

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Licensed & Insured

Stevens Oriental Rugs
The Largest Selection of Hand Made Oriental Rugs
Free Pick-Up & Delivery
We Buy Rugs-Any Size, Any Condition

Sales, Appraisals, Cleanings & Repairs

401-885-6066
www.stevensorientalrugs.com        86 Main St. East Greenwich, RI

Your Full Service Neighborhood Agency

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
CONDO • APARTMENT
• Credits/Discounts Explained
• Plate/Registry Service
• Out of State Transfer Experts
• New Drivers Welcome

Call For A Phone Quote  ASK FOR TIM FOLEY
617-522-6241

FAX 617-522-9696

“When it Absolutely has 
to be on time!”

617.282.4500

Courier * Trucking * Routes * 
Mail, Rush & Airport Service
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Private, Warm Bedrooms 
24-hour Caring and Supportive Staff 

Airy Porches and Colorful Gardens 

“The Hidden Jewel on Boston’s Emerald Necklace” 

www.MountPleasantHome.org            617-522-7600            301 South Huntington Ave, Jamaica Plain 

Committed to “green” building and renewable energy sources!

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Elders

No Entrance Fee, Income or Asset Requirements 
Open to All, Non-Sectarian, Non-Profi t 

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

Ormani’s Laser & Skin Care
Try Our Laser, It’s much Easier! FDA Approved Laser for all skin types, Tans ok!

(617) 285-5342
663 Salem St. at Maplewood Sq. 

Malden, MA 02148
nowumi@comcast.net

Laser Hair Removal For Men & Women

Family of Funeral Homes

Mass Bay Cremation Services

MacKinnon

Family Owned & Operated
Toll Free 1-866-447-4141

Arrangements Can Be Made In 
The Comfort Of Your Own Home

www.massbaycremation.com

&

F.J. Higgins Funeral Home 
& Parkway Cremation Services

Family Owned & Operated Since 1945
Commemoration of Life Services

Compassionate and Caring Service
Serving all faiths

4236 Washington Street, Roslindale Village
617-325-0455

www.fjhiggins.com
www.bostoncremation.com

21 DRYDOCK AVE., 7TH FLOOR
BOSTON, MA 02210
bus. (617) 542-0130
 fax. (617) 542-0133

Custom Draperies
EST 1968

Best of  Boston 1997

I just came from Judy Jetson...
Center of gay culture.

Judy Jetson Hair
1765 Mass Ave
Cambridge
Mass

617 354 2628

Boston Phoenix Readers’ Pick 
Best Haircut 2007

FORbiddEN FRUiT LTd.
Adult Video

Sales - Rentals - Magazines - Novelties - Leather
Customized Gift Baskets20 Amherst St.                            (603)625-1911

Manchester NH 03101               Fax (603)625-1956

The Finest in Traditional as well as Unusual Window Treatments
Roman, Austrian and Troylian Shades - Cornices - Swags and Jabots

Valences - Outline Quilting - Bedspreads - Upholstered Walls.  
Member A.S.I.D. Industry Foundation
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ACCOMMODATIONS BOSTON
THE CHARLES STREET INN

94 Charles St., Boston, MA 02114,  (617)314-8900,  
Toll Free (877)772-8900 Fax: (617)371-0009, e-mail: 
info@charlesstreetinn.com, www.charlesstreetinn.com. 
Located in the heart of Beacon Hill, The Charles Street Inn 
offers nine romantic luxury rooms in a class with Boston’s 
finest hotels.

DAYS HOTEL BOSTON
The Best Value Under the Sun. 1234 Soldiers Field Rd. 
& Western Ave, Boston MA 02135 Phone: (617) 254-
1234, or 1-(800) 329-7466 fax: (617) 254-4300, www.
DaysHotelBoston.com. Deluxe Accommodations located 
along the Charles River’s biking and jogging paths with 
complimentary parking.

HARDING HOUSE
288 Harvard St., Cambridge MA  02139 (617) 876-2888 
Toll-free (877) 489-2888, e-mail: Reserve@Harding-House.
com, www.Harding-House.com. The best li’l guesthouse 
in Cambridge. Experience a refreshing alternative to 
major hotels at Harding House near Harvard Square in 
Cambridge.

ACCOMMODATIONS BOSTON NORTH
ADDISON CHOATE INN

49 Broadway, Rockport MA 01966 (978) 546-7543, (800) 
245-7543. e-mail: info@addisonchoateinn.com website: 
www.addisonchoateinn.com.  Just a short stroll to the 
ocean and town, this elegant, 1851 Greek-Revival home 
offers spacious, antique-decorated guest rooms and 
homemade, continental breakfast.  Relax on the porch 
or read by the fireplace. Carriage House suites are also 
available. AAA 3 diamonds. Listed in the National Historical 
Registry. Open year round.

CAPE ANN MARINA RESORT
75 Essex Ave., Gloucester, MA 01930, Toll Free: (800) 
626-7660, www.capeannmarina.com. A great place for 
families, corporate business travel, reunions, clambakes, 
weddings, and get togethers.

ESSEX STREET INN
7 Essex St., Newburyport, MA  01950, (978) 465-
3148, Fax: (978) 462-1907, www.essexstreetinn.
com. The Essex Street Inn is an old building recently 
renovated into an elegant hotel facility. The Inn is just steps 
away from gracious dining, the famous waterfront and a 
galaxy of the finest shops in the area.

THE SALEM INN
7 Summer St., Salem, MA  01970, (978) 741-0680, (Out-
side MA) 1-800-446-2995. Fax: (978) 744-8924, e-mail: 
reservations@SalemInnMa.com, www.SalemInnMA.com. 
The Salem Inn comprises three historic homes offering 
accommodations rich in history with a proud tradition of 
service and comfort.

SEVEN SOUTH STREET INN, BED AND BREAKFAST
7 South St., Rockport, MA 01966 (978)-546-6708, e-
mail: theinn@sevensouth.net, www.sevensouthstreetinn.
com. Rockport is beautiful in all seasons, therefore we 
are open year round.

ACCOMMODATIONS WESTERN MASS 

BEST WESTERN VALLEY INN & SUITES
117 Conz St., Northampton, MA 01060, toll free: 
(800)-941-3066, (413) 586-9611. Conveniently lo-
cated just off Rte.5, we offer the lowest prices for newly 
remodeled rooms. We also have jacuzzi rooms, studios & 
Suites. Indoor heated pool and gym.

HOTEL NORTHAMPTON
36 King St., Northampton, MA  01060 (413) 584-3100, 
(800) 547-3529, www.hotelnorthampton.com. With an 
offering of gracious comfort and historical charm, this 
splendid gem both welcomes and delights the discrimi-
nating guest. Located in the heart of Northampton. Enjoy 
the dining experience at one of our two fabulous restau-
rants or experience one of our 99 elegant and spacious 
guestrooms. The Hotel Northampton also offers 77 years 
of wedding reception experience with the area’s most 
beautiful Grand Ballroom.

 JERICHO VALLEY INN...AND COTTAGES
2541 Hancock Rd, Williamstown MA 01267 (413) 458-
9511 or toll free: 1-800-JERICHO, www.JerichoValleyInn.
com. Four season Berkshire resort destination surrounded 
by 350 wooded hillside acres.

THE CORNELL INN
203 Main Street, Lenox MA 01240 (413) 637-0562 toll 
free (800) 637-0562  www.cornellinn.com The Cornell Inn is 
beautifully located in the heart of historic Lenox Village.

ACCOMMODATIONS CAPE & ISLANDS 
THE BRASS LANTERN INN

11 North Water St., Nantucket, MA (800)377-6609, www.
brasslanternnantucket.com. Ideally located in Nantucket's 
Old Historic District, the pet friendly Brass Lantern Inn 
welcomes couples, families and groups.

HANOVER HOUSE
(800) 339-1066, www.hanoverhouseinn.com.  A Quaint 
Country Inn with a Touch of Elegance. Located within walk-
ing distance to ferry service, shops, and restaurants

ACCOMMODATIONS RHODE ISLAND
IVY LODGE

12 Clay St., Newport, RI  02840, (401) 849-6865, (800) 
834-6865, Fax: (401) 849-0704, www.ivylodge.com. 
Explore our inn and discover Newport the way it was 
meant to be.

ACCOMMODATIONS VERMONT
TIMBER CREEK RENTALS

Rte 100 PO Box 1136 West Dover VT 05356. 
(800)982-8922. www.timbercreek-vt.com. Timber 
Creek is a townhouse community richly blessed with the 
natural beauty of southern Vermont’s Green Mountains. 
We offer beautifully appointed townhouses which easily 
accommodate up to twelve adults for the weekend or 
week. And skiing, biking or golfing in the Mount Snow 
Valley is only minutes away!  Timber Creek is two hours 
from Hartford, 3.5 hours from Boston and a little over 4 
hours from New York City.

ACCOMMODATIONS NEW JERSEY
THE OCEAN VIEW INN BED & BEAKFAST

22 Ocean Pathway, Ocean Grove, New Jersey 07756, 
(732) 988-9989, Fax: (732) 988-9979, www.theocean-
viewinn.com, e-mail: info@theoceanviewinn.com. Located 
in historic Ocean Grove, the Ocean View Inn is one of 
the last hidden jewels of the Victorian era along the New 
Jersey Shore.

ACCOUNTING/TAXES
KELLEHER & COMPANY

137 South St., Suite 3, Boston, MA  02111, (617) 451-
9720. John H. Kelleher, CPA, Attorney-at-Law, Thomas 
Marabella, CPA. Tax problems? Divorce matters, Child 
custody. Know your rights!

SULLIVAN BILLE P.C.  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

600 Clark Rd., Suite 4 Tewksbury, MA 01876, (978) 970-
2900, Fax: (978) 970-3260, Toll Free: 800-818-1120, 
E-mail: info@SullivanBillePC.com, www.sullivanbillepc.com. 
Sullivan Bille PC is a full service accounting firm. Our CPAs 
can fulfill your requirements across a range of accounting 
and auditing services.

ADOPTION
A FULL CIRCLE ADOPTION  
& FAMILY BUILDING CENTER, INC.

39 Main St. Northampton, MA 01060, (413) 587-0007, 
Fax 584-1624 e-mail: adoption@fullcircleadoptions.com, 
www.fullcircleadoptions.com. Full Circle provides full adop-
tion services from home study to finalization.

AIR QUALITY TESTING
HOMEPRO INSPECTIONS  
OF RHODE ISLAND CORP.

P.O. Box 440 Hope, RI (401) 821-5446, e-mail: Inspecto
r@HomeProRhodeIsland.com, www.homeprorhodeisland.
com. HomePro Inspectors can readily identify existing or 
potential problems due to the home’s age and construc-
tion. Serving RI, MA, CT.

AUCTION_____________________________

AUTO________________________________

7 Essex Street Newburyport, MA  
(978) 465-3148

www.essexstreetinn.com

Essex Street Inn
Located in the center  
of historic downtown  

Newburyport

TRUDEL'S 
AUCTION GALLERY 
The Best Little Auction House in MA!

www.trudelauction.com 

15 North Main Street, Unit A7, 
Bellingham, MA 02019

Auctions held every Monday and Friday

(877) 966-3430

(401) 418-0311     (401) 418-0313

Located on Rte. 126 in 
Bellingham Plaza behind the Dairy Queen

PROUD, HONEST SERVICE

(401)231-1611

5 Larch St., Smithfield, RI 02917  •  www.unclestransmission.com

Foreign & Domestic • Cars, Vans, Trucks • Computer Scanning

Flywheel & Axles • Clutches • Differentials 

Most Extended Warranties Accepted

Now Servicing Late Model BMW, AUDI and Jaguar

UNCLE’S TRANSMISSION
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Factory Certifi ed Pre Owned 
6 year / 100,000 mi Since 1958

24 HOUR TOWING

QUINCY, MA 02169

(617) 328-3033
299 CENTRE STREET

269 Silver Spring, Providence, RI 
(401)455-0282

www.waynesservice.com

Wayne’s 
Service
Plus

Preventative Maintenance
Tune-Ups  • Engine Repair 

Brake Work • Electrical Repairs
Exhaust Systems • Batteries & Tires

Fluid Flushes • Emission Repairs
Pre-State Inspection Checks

OIL-LUBE FILTER
Only $19.95
NEW FILTER • LUBRICATE • CHASSIS
Up To 5 Quarts Premium Oil 
Free 23 Point Maintenance Check

(Most Cars) +Tax +Disposal Fee

with Coupon Only

375 Miantonomo 
Warwick, RI
(Just Off Warwick Ave. In Governor 
Francis-Airport Road Left On 
Warwick Ave-7/10 Of A Mile-First 
Right After 2nd Light)

Mon. - Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4
number1tire@earthlink.net

www.numberonetire.com

AUTO 
QUIRK AUTO DEALERSHIPS

Braintree/Quincy
www.quirkcars.com. 7 great new car franchises and 1 
great used car superstore.

SMITH MOTOR SALES OF HAVERHILL, INC.
420 River St., Haverhill MA  01832-5146  (978) 372-2552 
(800) 481-1746 www.OnlyMercedes.com. Find the Perfect 
Mercedes-Benz. Our goal is simple: to help you discover 
the true joy of driving.

WELLESLEY VOLKSWAGEN
231 Linden St., Wellesley, MA 02482, (781) 237-3553, 
www.buywellesleyvw.com. The largest selection of new and 
pre-owned vehicles around! Visit our website for a complete 
inventory! Our courteous staff will fi nd the right vehicle for 
you! Sales hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00am-8:00pm, Fri. 9:00am-
6:00pm, Sat. 9:00am-5pm and Sun. 12:00pm-4:00pm.

THINKPINKTHINKPINKTHINK
linkpink.com
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Exclusively Saab For Over 35 Years

GARY 
BLAKE

58 PORTSMOUTH AVE, • EXETER, NH
603.778.0563    800.722.2855

www.GaryBlakeSaab.com
Sales • Leasing • Service • Parts

  Buy With Confidence583 Broadway Somerville, MA
www.hillsideauto.com

"We Repair Cars of Today 
with Technology of  

Tomorrow"

781-391-0017 • 781-395-9679

Hillside Auto Repair

24 HOUR TOWING

QUINCY, MA 02169

(617) 328-3033
299 CENTRE STREET
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Th “The No Hassle, 
No Haggle

Car Buyting Experience”

800-328-1202 • 603-382-7101
77 Plaistow Rd. Plaistow, NH 

OPEN 
Mon-Thurs 9-8
Fri 9-6
Sat 9-5
Sun 12-4

‘Stellar Performance’ 
Certified Dealer 04-05 

Winner of the prestigious 
“President Club Award”

We do it all.

WWW.TILDENCARCARE.COM
EMAIL:SR@TILDEN.NECOXMAIL.COM

5433 Post Road 
E. Greenwich, RI 02818

TEL:401-884-5709

YOUR TOTAL CAR CENTER
Since 1923

Monday- Friday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday
8:00 AM  - Noon

Official  R.I.  

State Inspection 

Station

Exhaust 

Air Conditioning

Factory Maintenance

Computer Diagnostics 

State Inspections

Tires

Brakes

Tune-ups

Alignment

Lubes

Shocks/Struts

BICYCLES
SALEM CYCLE

72 Washington St. Suite 1, Salem, MA 01970, (978) 
741-2222, www.salemcycle.com. Salem Cycle, located 
in downtown Salem, is your one stop shop for all of your 
bicycling and recumbent needs.
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BOOKSTORE
THE MIT PRESS BOOKSTORE

292 Main St., Kendall Sq., Cambridge, MA 02142, (617) 
253-5249, e-mail: books@mit.edu, mitpress.mit.edu/book-
store. Intriguing Reading! Open Mon.–Fri. 9–7, Sat. 10–6, 
Sun. 12–6. All credit cards accepted.

CHARCOAL
BROOKLINE ICE AND COAL CO., INC.

610 Brookline Ave., Brookline (near Brookline Village, 
One block from Rte. 9) MA 02445 (617) ICE-CUBE 
or (617) 232-0941, Fax: (617) 734-8151, e-mail: 
brooklice@aol.com, www.brooklineice.com. Open 365 
days. Chefs from New England’s finest restaurants, 
resorts, & hotels rely on Brookline Ice for the finest all 
natural hardwood lump charcoal & all natural hardwood 
briquets. Savor that ‘outdoor’ flavor & aroma with our 
gourmet smoking woods. Georgia fatwood, fire starters, 
&  more.  Also, propane refills & new propane tanks. 
See our listing in Propane. Hrs: Mon-Thurs 7–9, Fri/Sat 
7–11, Sun 7–6

CONTRACTOR
SAL CARBONE GENERAL CONTRACTING INC.

23 Red Oak Drive Cranston RI, 02921, (401) 639-4786, 
e-mail: sal@salcarbone.com, www.salcarbone.com. What 
would you do with more living space? New homes, addi-
tions, remodeling. Specializing in custom living spaces, 
architectural design work included. Ask me to buy your 
property. Looking forward to making your dreams a reality. 
R.I. Registration #21123.

R.A. DURAND GENERAL CONTRACTORS LLC
(401) 942-8070, www.radurandcontractors.com. Over 20 
years experience in Residential and Commercial Contract-
ing. Specializing in custom homes and finish work.

GRAHAM CONTRACTING INC.
25 Main St., Wayland, MA 02778, (508) 655-9623, www.
grahamcontracting.com. Graham Contracting is a thriving, 
highly respected design/build firm specializing in high qual-
ity, detail-oriented residential renovations and commercial 
projects in the metropolitan Boston area.

JP CARPENTRY CO. : FINE HOME 
RENOVATION

617-834-7631 Courtesy and Craftmanship Guaranteed. 
Geeves and Wooster Style Service. Buy Local. We’ve 
Stood the Test of Time.

O’LYN ROOFING CONTRACTORS INC.
916 Pleasant St., Unit #4, Norwood, MA 02062, (877) 
BUY-OLYN, (877) 289-6596, Norwood number: (781) 
769 8599, Brookline number: (617) 232-8153, www.
olynroofing.com. The roofing experts for over 30 years. 
Free estimates and fully insured. MA reg 101297

COSTUMES
THE COSTUME COMPANY

489 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington MA 02474, (781) 643-
9422, e-mail: thecostumecompany@verizon.net, www.
thecostumecompany.com. Over 25 years / TV, Films / 
Paula Abdul / 5,000 costumes for rent or sale / makeup 
/ experienced theatre, film, production / wigs.

 
COUNSELING
ALTERNATIVES IN COUNSELING & PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, P.L.L.C

Located at “Sanctuary” Elizabeth C. Chadwick, M.S.W., 
B.C.D., L.I.C.S.W. Raymond, NH 03077 (603) 895-4530 
www.sanctuarynh.com. Partner therapy, individual psy-
chotherapy.

CONNECTIONS PSYCHOTHERAPY ASSOC. 
MOONHAWK RIVER STONE, M.S.

50 Colvin Ave., Albany, NY 12206, Mail: PO Box 
9179, Niskayuna, NY 12309, (518) 446-1261 e-mail: 
HawkRStone@aol.com. Stone, a psychotherapist private 
practice works with LGBT clients and their families. Spe-
cializes in working with transgender clients of all ages 
across the full spectrum of gender identities; additional 
specialization is with trauma survivors.

Polarity & EnergyTherapy

Affordable/Sliding Fees

Mind/Body Techniques

Grief/Loss

Spiritual

Concerns 

Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Issues

Addictions/Eating Disorders

Children of  Alcoholics

DONNA E. GRANT 
LICSW, CADAC, CAS, RPP

EMPOWERMENT COUNSELING

617.281.5086

Womens’ Groups Lynn, MA

Sad? Anxious? 
Lonely?

         
Drinking more and 

enjoying it less?

Decrease 
depression, 

isolation and 
insecurity. Increase 
self awareness and 

acceptance and enjoy 
personal growth.

Individual  
and Group Therapy

Suzanne Black, MS, MSW
100 Lafayette Street
Pawtucket, RI  02860

401-421-0355
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DENTIST
QUINCY CENTER DENTAL ASSOCIATES

1250 Hancock St., Quincy, MA (617) 471-8161, www.
quincycenterdental.com. Our facility offers the latest 
in technology and the most current procedures in 
cosmetic dentistry, general dentistry, endodontics, and 
orthodontics.

ELDER SERVICES
JEWISH FAMILY & 
CHILDREN’S SERVICE
OF GREATER BOSTON

1430 Main St., Waltham, MA 02451, (781) 647-5327, 
(Fax) 781-693-6721, www.jfcsboston.org. JF&CS offers 
comprehensive, compassionate care to the elderly, their 
families and their caregivers. We are a non-sectarian hu-
man service agency, serving individuals and families of all 
faiths. We offer Geriatric Care Management, Guardianship, 
Home Health care, volunteer friendly visitors as well as 
many other community services.

ENTERTAINMENT
Wind Chimes Flute and Harp Duo

53 Groton Rd., Shirley, MA (978) 448-5795, (978) 448-
2881, www.bicnet.net/~windchimes. Wind Chimes Flute 
and Harp Duo performs music for wedding ceremonies 
and receptions. Our extensive repertoire includes Classi-
cal, Religious, Broadway, Pop, New Age, and Folk.

EYE CARE/LASIK
NEW ENGLAND EYE CENTER 

Boston: 260 Tremont St., Biewend Building, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA (617) 636-7800.
Wellesley: One Washington St., Suite 212 Wellesley, MA 
(800) 452-2084
Leominster: 20 Commercial Road, Leominster, MA (800) 
232-2220
www.mylasikdoc.com
At our laser vision correction offi ces in Boston, Wellesley, 
and Leominster, we are committed to offering patients 
customized vision correction and personalized care. Our 
doctors have been reducing dependence on eyeglasses 
and contacts in the Boston area for more than 15 years. 
Call for a FREE consultation, a $150 value, SEE what 
you’ve been missing! 

KIMBERLEE DENNERY LICSW
185 Pilgrim Road; Boston, MA 02215, (617) 632-7785, 
kimberlee.dennery@yahoo.com  I am a supportive, fl ex-
ible, active therapist trained in different approaches.  I 
incorporate CBT, strengths based, psychodynamic, family 
oriented theories in much of my work but feel strongly that 
the treatment approach should be based on the client’s 
individual needs  Maintaining a caring, respectful environ-
ment for clients is my priority.  I specialize in relationship 
issues, managing life transitions, coping with anxiety 
and depression. I have experience working with adults, 
adolescents, families, couples and children.  I specialize 
in working with couples and families as well as people who 
are in late adolescence ~ early adulthood  I accept Blue 
Cross Insurance and Medicare, am also happy to work 
with individuals who have out of network benefi ts.  I have 
evening hours available and am located within the Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center.

MERRIMACK VALLEY COUNSELING CENTER
184 Pleasant Valley St., Methuen, MA (978) 687-4383. 
Private community -based agency staffed by experienced 
mental health professionals. They offer individual, couples 
,family and group therapy to lesbians and gay men. Goal 
and growth oriented. Free initial consultation. Reasonable 
rates. Evening and weekend hours available.

PATRICIA RUTH JETTE, PH.D, LICENSED 
PSYCHOLOGIST

1019 Hyde Park Ave., Hyde Park, MA 02136 (617) 361-
1430. Specializing in lesbian and gay issues. Individual 
and couples therapy. Depression, anxiety, sexual abuse 
survivors, ACOA, dysfunctional families and substance 
abuse. Most insurance accepted.

XÓCHI KOUNTZ LMHC
(pronounced SO·chee)
(617) 939-4821, One Garfi eld Circle, Burlington MA  
01803. Licensed Mental Health Counselor. Families · 
Couples · Individuals · Adolescents · Adults.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
POINTS NORTH FINANCIAL 
CONSULTING SERVICES

8 Endicott St., P.O. Box 1330, Wolfeboro, NH 03894-
1330, Voice: (603) 569-2225, FAX: (603) 569-2226, Toll 
Free: (800) 299-1566, e-mail: dave@arctous.net, www.
arctous.net. David L. Baker, Chartered Financial Consul-
tant-ChFC®, Investment Counselor.

FLORISTS
FERNS BY SHEILA COBB

1725 Centre St., West Roxbury MA 02132 (617) 323-
8282, (617) 435-6067, www.fernsbysheilacobb.com. Full 
service fl orist and unique gifts. National and international 
delivery. Fruit, gourmet and gift baskets available. 

FORMAL WEAR
KEEZER'S

140 River St., Cambridge, MA 02138, (617) 547-2455, 
www.keezers.com. Designer suits, sport coats, overcoats, 
tuxedos and accessories bought and sold.

FUNERAL_____________________________

Naomi M. Dogan, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Certifi ed Group Psychotherapist

Offering Individual & Group Therapy

(781) 275-1800
200 Great Rd. #232, Bedford, MA

http://DrNaomiDogan.com

Call to Schedule 
An Appointment
617-265-9200

• Cremation-With/Without
  Visitation
• Pre-Need Planning& Trusts
• Infl ation Proof Financing &
  Programs
• Consultations Without
  Obligation

Rogers
Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

Family Owned for 60 Years

617-876-8964
www.rogersfuneralhome.net

380 Cambridge St. • Cambridge

Counseling-Funeral                                                                                                                         Savoir Flair Marketplace  
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GARDEN CENTER
MAHONEY’S GARDEN CENTER

WINCHESTER 242 Cambridge St., (781) 729-5900, 
ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 449 Western Ave., (617) 787-8885, 
CONCORD 1625 Sudbury Rd., (978) 371-1214, WAYLAND 
115 Boston Post Rd., (508) 358-7333, CHELMSFORD 165 
Princeton St., (978) 251-4021, TEWKSBURY 1609 Main St 
., Route 38 (978) 851-2712, EAST FALMOUTH 958 Main 
St., Route 28 (508) 548-4842, OSTERVILLE 2929 Route 
28 (508) 420-4428. www.MahoneysGarden.com

GIFTS/ARTS/GOURMET
PAMPLEMOUSSE

185-189 Essex St., Salem MA  01970 (978) 745-2900, 
www.PMousse.com. For the Home, Kitchen & Bath.

GLASS
ALTIERI GLASS

1417 Atwood Ave., Johnson RI, (401) 946-8500. Auto 
Glass Specialist, Free Mobile Service, Affordable Rates, 
Insurance Co. Approved, All Work Guaranteed

GRAPHICS____________________________

HANDYMEN
HANDYMAN SERVICES

365 W. 2nd St., S. Boston, MA, (617) 686-3647. We 
specialize in tile installation custom handrails, floorings, 
interior/exterior painting, small repairs, hauling, and light 
carpentry. We're dependable  and offer reasonable rates. 
No job too small.

HEALTH/GYM
CENTRAL BRANCH YMCA

316 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115 (617) 927-8060, 
www.ymcaboston.org. There is a place in our community, 
a place to feel safe, where families feel connected, where 
self-esteem and the whole person is enhanced. That place 
is the YMCA.

HEALTH
MASS BAY UROLOGY JAMES C. LIN, M.D.

100 Highland St. #126, Milton, MA 02186 (617) 696-
1826, 2100 Dorchester Ave. #2206 Boston, MA 02124 
(617) 296-2222, 72 Sharp St. A-10, Hingham, MA 02043, 
(781) 337-6737. General Urology practice.

HEALTH/WELLNESS
LINDA GIMLER WELLNESS

(508) 725-3139, e-mail:Lgimler@aol.com
AUTO-IMMUNE DEFENSE AND LONG LIFE: VIVA 
and G-12: A proven product with proven results. 
VIVA is scientifically formulated using a proprietary 
blend of natural products of nutrient compounds. 

NIRVANA SKIN & BODY CARE
(617) 524-0050, e-mail: NirvanaWellness@Yahoo.com. 
Svaroopa Yoga, A dramatically different way to do hatha 
yoga. These are some of the distinctions of Svaroopa: 
Open into support, Release your muscular tightness, Expe-
rience your own internal bliss. First class complementary. 
Classes & Yoga Therapy.

Signs-Banners-Car Lettering-ADA
Large Format Printing-Dimensional Letters

MASS BAY UROLOGY
DR. JAMES C. LIN, M.D.

100 Highland Street #126 Milton, MA (617) 696-1826  

2100 Dorchester Avenue #2206 Boston, MA (617) 296-2222  

72 Sharp Street A-10. Hingham, MA (781) 337-6737

H  A  I  R    S  A  L  O  N

309 Shawmut Ave., Boston, MA 02118                        (617) 338-5356

RESERVOIR 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES
725 CONCORD AVE, SUITE 2000

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 •

(617) 661-4600

DEBRA SHAPIRO, M.D.
RICARDO WELLISCH, M.D.

A. MARGARET SANDIN M.D.
LISA B. GOLDING, M.D.

GABRIEL SZENTPALY, M.D. 
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Don't be Left Out In The Dark
With Uncontrollable...

Power Failures
Upcoming Storms
Natural Disasters

Long Term Blackouts

CALL  NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

SUN VALLEY
POWER SYSTEMS

www.sunvalleyelectric.com
Providing Residential, Commercial & Industrial Service

• Automatic response to Power Failure

• Quiet, Reliable and Powerful

• LPG, Natural Gas

• Sizes Ranging from 7,000 watts

  to 150,000 watts

• Complete Turnkey Installation

• Call Sun Valley Today for

  a FREE ESTIMATE

401.884.1320
or 401.295.5729

3399 South County Trail
East Greenwich, RIElectrical Contracting & Design

GENERATOR_________________________________________________________________

HAIR_________________________________________________________________________

To Advertise Call (617) 423-1515   savoirflair   87



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSE CLEANING
MOLLY MAID OF THE NORTH SHORE

121 Loring Ave., Suite 370, Salem MA 01970, (978) 741-
7500, fax: (978) 741-7501, www.MollyMaid.com. We are 
home cleaning professionals providing the highest quality 
house cleaning for more than 25 years.

ICE/DRY ICE
BROOKLINE ICE AND COAL CO., INC.

610 Brookline Ave., (near Brookline Village, one block from 
Rte. 9) Brookline, MA 02445 (617) ICE-CUBE or (617) 
232-0941, Fax: (617) 734-8151, e-mail: brookice@aol.
com, www.brooklineice.com. Open 7 days a week, 365 
days a year. ICE - bagged cocktail ice, block ice, ice luges, 
ice sculptures, & serving bowls, dry ice, insulated shipping 
containers, party tubs. Rapid Response! Radio-Dispatched 
deliveries to your home, office, restaurant, etc. Save money 
when you pick up at our dock.

ICE SCULPTURE
BROOKLINE ICE AND COAL CO., INC.

610 Brookline Ave., (near Brookline Village, one block from 
Rte. 9) Brookline, MA 02445 (617) ICE-CUBE or (617) 
232-0941, Fax: (617) 734-8151, e-mail: brookice@aol.
com, www.brooklineice.com. Open 7 days a week, 365 
days a year. ICE - bagged cocktail ice, block ice, ice luges, 
ice sculptures, & serving bowls, dry ice, insulated shipping 
containers, party tubs. Rapid Response! Radio-Dispatched 
deliveries to your home, office, restaurant, etc. Save money 
when you pick up at our dock

IMMUNE DEFENSE
LINDA GIMLER WELLNESS

(508) 725-3139
e-mail:Lgimler@aol.com
AUTO-IMMUNE DEFENSE AND LONG LIFE: VIVA and G-12: 
A proven product with proven results. VIVA is scientifically 
formulated using a proprietary blend of natural products 
of nutrient compounds.

WEDGEWOOD - CRANE & CONNOLLY
     Insurance Agency, Inc. 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO  
   HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • CONTRACTORS

19 College Ave., PO Box 440313  
Davis Sq., Somerville, MA 02144 

617. 625 . 0781 
Next to Davis Square  T  stop on the Red Line

Home • Auto • Condo • Renters Insurance
Over a Century of  Service to the Community •  www.wccins.com

John Connolly

Home Improvement-Insurance                                                                                                           Savoir Flair Marketplace  
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TELL THEM YOU 
SAW THEM IN  
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Ocean State Pressure Washing, Inc.
“Your Exterior cleaning Solution”

HOUSES • DRIVEWAYS • DECKS • PATIOS
WALKWAYS • FENCES • GUTTERS • TRUCKS & FLEETS

401-383-3910

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALInsured Lic# 22589



INSURANCE__________________________

LAW OFFICES OF JAMES F. ASPELL, P.C.
776 Farmington Ave., West Hartford, CT  06119, (860) 
523-8783, www.AspellLaw.com. GLB Friendly Practice 
Since 1986. Certified Worker’s Compensation Specialist.

BARBARA J. MACY, DAVID WEINGARTEN
874 Harrison Avenue

Boston • 
617-445-0560

•FREE PARKING

•LARGEST SELECTION

•CASE DISCOUNTS

LIQUOR 
 LAND

VISA • M/C • DISCOVER AMEX 
• ATM Accepted

LEMONADE___________________________

LIQUOR______________________________

MACY & WEINGARTEN, LLP,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

65A Atlantic Ave., Boston, MA 02110 (617) 720-4005, 
Fax: (617) 720-4007, www.lawyers.com/macwein, e-mail: 
bjm@macwein.com, or dw@macwein.com. Serving the 
gay/lesbian community for over 20 years. Real estate, 
criminal defense, relationship break-ups, employment, dis-
crimination, wills, civil litigation, probate, estate planning, 
adoption, personal injury, general practice of law.

PITTS & BURNS, ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
JACK D. PITTS & JACQUELINE I. BURNS, J.D.

635 Killingly St., Johnston RI  (401)453-2800 fax 
(401)421-6360 www.PittsBurnsLaw.com. Domestic law, 
including; divorce, child custody, support & visitation & 
restraining orders, criminal D.W.I., wills & trusts, probate, 
bankruptcy. personal injury. RI, MA, FL and Federal Bars.

LEGAL MEDIATION
SOLUTIONS THROUGH MEDIATION

Marcia Tannenbaum, Esq., Attorney at Law, Mediator and 
Collaborative Lawyer. Worcester, MA 01602 (508) 798-
4090 www.solthrumed.com e-mail: solthrumed@aol.com.

MACY & WEINGARTEN, LLP 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

BARBARA J. MACY        DAVID WEINGARTEN

(617) 720-4005
65A Atlantic Ave., Boston, MA 02110

www.lawyers.com/macwein

For all kinds of insurance

“We’re in the people business....we just happen 
to write insurance policies...”

•Competitive 
•Comprehensive 
•Compassion 
•Results!

860-763-4077     Toll free: 866-468-7683   Fax:860-749-4476
www.howlandsargent.com  email:   insurance@howlandsargent.com

CONFUSED ABOUT 
HEALTH INSURANCE?

No need to worry!

Massachusetts now requires  
ALL residents to have health insurance.

We offer AFFORDABLE  
health, life and dental for  

Self-Employed  
Small Business Owners 
Independent Contractors  

 Families

24/7 coverage on and off the job
1
 

 Worldwide Coverage
2

Choice of doctors and hospitals

CAROLYN FOX
Toll free: 866.CFOX.666

Cell: 617-719-3949
Member MA Better Business Bureau

CarolynFox@RCN.com

Insurance plans are underwritten by the MEGA Life and Health 
 Insurance Company, a Healthmarkets® Company

Exclusions and limitations apply.
1 Provided you are not covered under any Worker’s comp or similar plan.

2 Within first 30 days of travel, (Policy Series 25875, 25876)
Association membership may be required. M/MA000033 exp. 6/08

  At our medical spa or in your home!!     617.628.2802                     www.morphtrends.com

Welcome to your Metamorphosis...
Botox®, Restylane®

Laser hair removal
Chemical peels

Crystal-free microdermabrasion
Varicose vein treatments
Medical-grade Facials-Photofacials

  Private Parties                     278 Elm St., Suite 228, Davis Square, Somerville, MA

Send Del’s Anywhere
in The World
www.dels.com

    401-463-6190
Cooling summer for over 50 years 

Franchises Available

Check out the website for all these 
Del’s products; Salsa, mouse pad, can-
dles, potpourri, hand lotion, shower gel, 
beach towel, mugs, smoothie machine,  

umbrella, clock, Delucias berry jam, 
and more.

Legal counsel
to help you
move forward.

www.wmblawfirm.com

, P.C.

(617) 964-8090 
288 Walnut St., Newton, MA 
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Stephen J. Dennis
Attorney At Law

Stephen J. Dennis
Attorney At Law

Injured at work?
Learn the three major 
tricks played on injured 
workers. Call for your 
free book on Workers’ 
Compensation. 

C a l l  f o r  y o u r  f r e e 
Workers’ Compensation 
evaluation today!

127 Dorrance St., 3rd Floor
Suite 7A, Providence, RI 02903

Toll Free:

1-888-634-1543
Toll Free:

1-888-634-1543

LAW OFFICE OF 
LISA JANE HARDIN, ESQ.

General Civil Law Practice

REAL ESTATE, ELDER LAW,  
WILLS AND TRUSTS, 
ESTATE PLANNING, 

SEPARATION AGREEMENTS, 
MEDIATION/NEGOTIATION, 

NON-TRADITIONAL FAMILIES 

Evening and Home Appointments 
37 Exchange St., Suite 3, Millis, MA 

(508) 376-5502

A full service law firm
Divorce • Custody • Child Support

Malpractice • Death Claims
Accidents • Corporations
Relationship Contracts

Wills • Probate

Admitted to Practice in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island

401.941.5070
1215 Reservoir Ave., Suite 2, Cranston, RI

Anne Marie Corraro, Attorney at Law
General Practice • Real Estate Purchases & Sales 

Landlord/Tenant Matters • Divorce/Probate • Personal Injury
Small Business Formation • Gay & Lesbian Issues

e-mail: attyamc@hotmail.com
1895 Centre St., West Roxbury MA        (617) 363-9200

BLAIR LEGAL
Michelle J Blair
Attorney at Law 

~Domestic Relations ~ Real Estate ~ Personal Injury~
~Wills & Trusts ~ Contract Disputes~

Free Half Hour Consultation
Suite 214~365 Boston Post Rd., Sudbury,MA 01776

978~443~2255  michelleblair@verizon.net
www.blairlegal.com

Laurie Israel, Attorney at Law

Collaborative Divorce, Collaborative Law, Marital Mediation,  
Divorce Mediation, Postnuptial Mediation, Tax Law,  
Probate of Estates, Divorce Law, Estate Planning,  

Real Estate, Mediation to Stay Married, Prenuptial Agreements

lisrael@socialaw.com
www.laurieisrael.com

1318 Beacon St, Suite 19 Brookline, MA 

617-277-3774

MAKE THE LAW WORK FOR YOU
Over 55 years combined legal experience

Paul M. Glickman, Esq.         Donna M. Turley, Esq.
250 Summer Street  Boston, MA 02210 Tel: 617-399-7770  Fax: 617-399-7775

www.glickmanturley.com   Free initial consulation

GLICKMAN TURLEY LLP
Wills, Trusts, Estates ♦ Commercial & Civil Litigation ♦ Real Estate

Criminal Defense ♦ Immigration ♦ GLBT Matters ♦ Animal Law 

"Protecting families in 
every way we can."

617 • 577 • 1505

Law Office of Joyce Kauffman

231 Third Street Cambridge, MA

Patience W. Crozier
polly@kauffmanlaw.net

Joyce Kauffman
joyce@kauffmanlaw.net
617.577.1012 (fax)

Legal                                                                                                                                         Savoir Flair Marketplace  
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LOCKSMITH
CODMAN LOCK, INC.

357 Adams St., Dorchester MA 02122, ( 617) 436-6718, 
fax: (617) 287-1682. Locksmith with lock and key shop also 
featuring decorative hardware sales with installation. Mobile 
locksmith service for residential and commercial accounts 
available. Commercial door closer and exit devices for busi-
nesses our specialty with sales and service.

MASONRY
F. S. MASONRY

Call Frank 617-965-1448, www.fsmasonry.com, e-mail:
FSinopoli@rcn.com. FS Masonry specializes in residential 
and commercial masonry projects in brick, block, brick 
work, patios, retaining walls, and much more. With over 
40 years of experience, we can handle any job, big or 
small.  We look forward to hearing from you!

MOVING______________________________

TWO OPTICIANS

THE BEST IN SIGHT
WHEN YOU’RE TIRED OF ALL 

THE GIMMICKS AND YOU 
WANT IT DONE RIGHT, COME 
TO TWO OPTICIANS. WE’RE 

THE BEST IN SIGHT

359 West Broadway, South Boston, 
MA 02127

617-268-9999
Visit our website - twoopticians.com

FORMER STAFF OF GOPEN OPTICAL
Boston’s Oldest Most Trusted Eyeglass Store

COME IN AND BE AMAZED BY OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF EYEGLASSES 

AND SUNGLASSES
LOW PRICES - GREAT SERVICE

MOVING
CHARLES RIVER MOVING

1010 Pleasant St., Belmont, MA 02478, (617) 484-
7022, toll free: (800) 255-7993, fax: (617) 484-7449, 
www.charlesrivermovers.com. Whatever your moving or 
storage needs, we pledge to work hard for your patron-
age. Licensed & Insured, ICC # MC201642, Mass DPU 
#25149.

OFFICE SUPPLIES / PRINTING
WHALEN'S STATIONERS & OFFICE FURNITURE 

59 Service Center Rd., Northampton, MA 01060, (413) 
584-3794, Fax: (413) 586-6279, www.whalens.com, 
email: pauldiemand@verizon.net. “We’re the offi ce place 
for a better offi ce space.“ View our catalog and services 
online at www.whalens.com. Experienced, quality products, 
competitive prices. Locally owned and operated since 
1958. “Think Local First “ member B.A.L.L.E. 

OPTICAL
NEW ENGLAND EYE CENTER 

Boston: 260 Tremont St., Biewend Building, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA (617) 636-7800. Wellesley: One Washington 
St., Suite 212 Wellesley, MA (800) 452-2084
Leominster: 20 Commercial Road, Leominster, MA (800) 
232-2220www.mylasikdoc.com See our ad in the eye 
care section! We Are A Full Service State of the Art 

Lab Staffed With Residency Trained 
Optometrists. Let Our Eyewear Stylists

Fit You With The Latest 
Eyewear Trends.

The Newburyport Optique
28 STATE ST. NEWBURYPORT, MA 

(978) 465-2405
www.newburyportoptique.com

THINK
PINK

Visit us on the web
www.linkpink.com

 Savoir Flair Marketplace                                                                                                                             Locksmith-Optical

617.623.7700
WWW.PRECISIONMOVINGCOMPANY.COM

• Experienced Professionals
• Affordable Rates

• Ask about our FREE written estimate 
  GUARANTEED ACCURATE

• Licensed & Insured
• Low cost storage available

Reliability
Affordable Rates

Integrity

PRECISION
MOVING

Ronald A. Riesz 
Dispensing Optician

452 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

ARLINGTON , MA 02474
(781) 643-7325

WWW.RIESZOPTICAL.COM

2002-2007 Reader’s Choice Gold Award
2006 Arlington Chamber of Commerce

Business of the Year

To Advertise Call (617) 423-1515   savoirflair   91



ORIENTAL RUGS
GREGORIAN ORIENTAL RUGS

2284 Washington St., Rte. 16, Newton Lower Falls, MA, 
(617) 244-2553, www.atgregorian.com. Gregorian is 
Boston’s most celebrated name in Oriental Rugs. Three 
generations of excellence means a wonderful experience 
for you! Choose from thousands of quality, hand-knotted 
Oriental Rugs as well as Tibetan and Custom Design 
rugs. We offer expert cleaning, restoration, installation, 
appraisal and storage. Open daily 9-6, Wed. 10-9, Sat. 
9-5, Sun. 12-5.

PEST INSPECTION
HOMEPRO INSPECTIONS 
 OF RHODE ISLAND CORP.

P.O. Box 440 Hope, RI (401) 821-5446, e-mail: Inspecto
r@HomeProRhodeIsland.com, www.homeprorhodeisland.
com. HomePro Inspectors can readily identify existing or 
potential problems due to the home’s age and construc-
tion. Serving RI, MA, CT.

PETS
HOOF, PAW & CLAW
AILEEN D’ANGELO, RMT, CN. TPM

9 Stone Dr., Northborough, MA 01532, (508) 393-3684, 
e-mail: info@reikiforcritters.com, www.reikiforcritters.
com. Offering Reiki for pets and people, Animal Com-
munication and canine Triggerpoint Myotherapy. I offer 
house & barn calls and distance sessions. Reiki and 
animal communication classes also available.

PET BOARDING
POVAR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

15 First St., E. Providence, RI 02914 (401) 434-0106. We 
are a full service AAHA certified animal hospital. We offer 
boarding, grooming and a great selection of pet supplies.

PET STORE
PETHINGZ

244 Great Rd., Littleton, MA 01460, (978) 486-3573, 
fax: (978) 952-0054. e-mail: pethingz@aol.com. Outdoor 
products for people and their pets.

PLUMBING/HEATING
K.B. GARRY PLUMBING & HEATING

131 Anawam Ave., West Roxbury, MA (617) 469-
5346. Plumbing, heating and AC. Specializing in servicing, 
installation and remodeling. Masters LIC#11971. Mention 
the Pink Pages for a 5% discount.

PROPANE
BROOKLINE ICE AND COAL CO., INC.

610 Brookline Ave., (near Brookline Village, one block from 
Rte. 9) Brookline, MA 02445 (617) ICE-CUBE or (617) 
232-0941, Fax: (617) 734-8151, e-mail: brookice@aol.
com, www.brooklineice.com. Open 365 days. Propane 
refills–retail & wholesale. Mon.–Sat. 8–8, Sun. 8–6. New 
tanks, tank gauges, propane-powered Mosquito Mag-
nets™. Other fuels: diesel, off-road diesel, K-1 kerosene, 
contractor drums, spigots, stands, & other accessories. 
All products available for pick-up. Delivery services avail-
able for large volume users. Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 7–9, Fri. 
& Sat. 7–11, Sun. 7–6.

REAL ESTATE/ANTIQUE HOUSES
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE MARY CHABOT, ABR, GRI 
REALTOR IN MA & CT

Worcester, MA Cell: 508-847-0654 www.MarySellsHomes.
biz e-mail-Mary.Chabot@NEMoves.com. Want to buy an 
antique home? Rely on my expertise to make your buy-
ing or selling experience as enjoyable and stress-free 
as possible.

Boston, MA
Residential & Commercial

Plumbing • Heating • Gas Fitting • Kitchen & Bath Remodeling 
24 Hour Emergency Service •  Satisfaction Guaranteed

service@pipesanddrains.com        617-367-5954

40 Years Experience
MA  Lic. #9906

A Woman Owned 
Business

REAL ESTATE
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE: JEAN RINKER

60 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604, (508) 887-
3587, fax: (508) 795-0362, e-mail: Jean.Rinker@NEMoves.
com. Specializing in residential and multi-family homes in 
all of Central MA from Connecticut to the New Hampshire 
border. I offer Seller and Buyers Agency, Military Cash 
Bonus Programs, I am a relocation specialist, A new 
Construction Specialist. Membership in BNI, CMBC (GLBT, 
welcoming business group of Central Mass), Worcester 
Chamber, the Greater Worcester Board of Realtors and the 
Massachusetts Board of Realtors. Customer satisfaction 
is my number one priority resulting in 98% of my business 
in referrals from satisfied clients.

LINDA R. BASSETT 
REAL ESTATE

201 Upper Main St.  Box 2222 Edgartown, MA 02539,Toll 
Free 1 800 338 1855/ (508)627-9201 www.mvinfo.com. 
Sales & Vacation Rentals Island Wide. Wedding Bells, 
Vacation Plans, Life Changes? Looking for an investment 
property, vacation or primary home? 850+ Vacation Homes 
in every size, location and price range. View Island Wide 
Sales and Rental listings @ www.mvinfo.com. Member MV 
Chamber of Commerce and LINK. 

EILEEN DUFF, KELLER 
WILLIAMS REALTY 

(978) 882-4430, e-mail: eduff@kw.com, www.eileenduff.
com. Buying or selling a home? As an “Out” member of the 
GLBT community I pride myself on exceptional service.

THE HOMES AT FORT HILL
(978) 251-8221, www.HomesAtFortHill.com. Energy Ef-
ficient, Eco-Friendly Homes in Historic Lowell across from 
Fort Hill Park Phase I Duplex Style starting at $319,900 
From 1660 SF to 1950 SF, 3 Bed, 2.5 Ba Granite, Wood, 
Ceramic. 211 Chelmsford St., Chelmsford, MA 01824, 
www.lazrakduross.com.

REBECCA PUTNAM REAL ESTATE
(508) 548-7400, www.Rebeccaputnam.com, e-mail: 
Rputnamrealestate@yahoo.com. When it comes to 
selecting a real estate agent, there are four things that 
matter: 1) Does the person know the area, 2) do they 
know the business, 3) can they work with people, and 4) 
can they close the deal? I know Falmouth and Cape Cod. 
My grandfather and my father are both highly respected 
businessmen in the Upper Cape construction industry and 
have literally helped build Falmouth. My extensive knowl-
edge of building and real estate is due in no small part 
to my close relationships with them. Working with people 
comes naturally to me. I have been a real estate agent 
for five years now and have closed more than $20 million 
in sales during that time. I am ready, willing and able to 
help you buy or sell that special property.

RESTAURANTS
HIMALAYAN BISTRO

1735 Centre St., West Roxbury, MA 02132, (617) 325-
3500, fax: (617) 325-5054, e-mail: info@himalayanbistro.
net, www.himalayanbistro.net. Indian and Nepali Cuisine. 
Himalayan Bistro is proud to be the first Nepali restaurant 
in the Greater Boston area.

27 to 29 Harbor Loop
Gloucester MA 01930

(978) 283-6342
www.CaptainCarlos.com
Located on Gloucester’s working waterfront,  

the oldest Fishing Port in America.

Fresh Atlantic Seafood, Clam Bake Dinners
Steak and Chicken, Pasta Dishes

Catering and Private Parties
Live Entertainment

Oriental Rug-Restaurants                                                                                                                  Savoir Flair Marketplace  
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AQUA-LIFE AQUARIUM

                WWW.AQUALIFECENTRAL.COM

TROPICAL FISH AND PET SUPPLIES
389 WICKENDEN ST., PROVIDENCE 

401-331-5376SUMMER 
SPECIAL 
10% OFF 

ANY FISH
 PURCHASE

(401) 886-PUPS
1000 Division Street East Greenwich, RI 02818

East Greenwich Square
(Across from the Warwick Showcase Cinema)

WWW.PRIDEPUPS.COM

Hours:
M - Th  11-7
F & Sa  11-8
Sun       11-4

Superpreium Dog Food

PRIDE PUPS

RI's Largest Selection of Registered Puppies

"COMPLETING FAMILES EVERYDAY"

Lifetime  

Health  

Gaurantee

Free leash, collor, and bag 
of food with the purchase  

of a new puppy.

Helping people care for their pets

RHODE ISLANDN O R T H E R N

A N I M A L HOSPITALS OPEN  
6 DAYS

M-F 8-9 • Sat. 8-4

Call For
Emergency  

Service

New  
Patients  
Welcome

401-762-2400

152 School St.
FORESTDALE, RI

www.nriah.com
191 Ten Rod Rd (Rt. 102) 

PO Box 74 Exeter, RI

(401)294-3247
www.delmyra.com

Young or Old, Big or Small, 
We Love Them All!

Large Training/Meeting Hall Available
Obedience/Conformation 
& Club Gatherings
Guided Tours Available

FULL SERVICE COMPANION ANIMAL PRACTICE  
AAHA CERTIFIED ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

BOARDING, GROOMING AND PET SUPPLIES  
NEWLY RENOVATED HOSPITAL 

WWW.POVARANIMALHOSPITAL.COM

(401)434-0106
15 First St. East Providence RI 02914

617.232.4462

Internal Medicine • Surgery / Dentistry
Complete Diagnostics • Radiology

Emergency Service • House Call Service
Boarding / Grooming • Behavioral Consultation

JAY JAKUBOWSKI D.V.M.

223 Boylston St. (Rt. 9)

*
BEST OF
BOSTON

1995
1993

PARKWAY VETERINARY HOSPITAL 
& BOSTON CANINE  

REHABILITATION CENTER
Ilene H. Segal DVM, CCRP        Sandy Higgins, DVM 

18 Spring St. West Roxbury MA 02132 
617-469-8400(ph)   617-469-8402(f)

WWW.PARKWAYVETHOSPITAL.COM

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
US HOME IMPROVEMENT

27 Hamilton Rd., Peabody MA 01960, (781) 858-6361, www.
ushomewindows.com. US Home Improvement is a full service 
remodeling company, specializing in window replacement and 
siding. Also sunrooms and decks.

STAINED GLASS
STAINED GLASS WORKS

395 A Washington St., Brookline, MA 02445, (617) 232-
3525, Fax: (617) 232-3531. Specializing in residential 
and commerical restoration, repair, new design, fabrica-
tion, and glass painting.  We carry the largest selection 
of glass and glass supplies for students or hobbyists in 
the Boston area. 

SKIN CARE  
GM COLLIN SKINCARE 

(617) 524-0050, e-mail: NirvanaWellness@Yahoo.com. 
Bioactive, dermocorrective skincare for all skin types, 
ages and conditions. Look & Feel your best. Save $10 
plus free shipping on first order.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
SPRINGRAIN FACE & BODY SPA

475 Winter St. Waltham, MA, 581 Boylston St  Boston 
MA, (781) 895-0010, e-mail: Springrainspa@aol.com, 
www.springrainspa.com

TILE
HANDYMAN SERVICES

365 W. 2nd St., S. Boston, MA, (617) 686-3647. We 
specialize in tile installation custom handrails, floorings, 
interior/exterior painting, small repairs, hauling, and light 
carpentry. We're dependable  and offer reasonable rates. 
No job too small.
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200 South Main Street, Providence, RI 401.453.0025
marcalleninc.com
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